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yew Year's Resolutions 


FRIDAY, December 29, 1961 Foreign 


~ Value and Importance 
of Personal Work 


of 


“One of the two which heard John speak, and 
followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith 
unto him, We have found the Messias, which is, be- 
ing interpreted, the Christ... And he brought him to 
Jesus. ... The day following Jesus would go forth 
into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, 
Follow me. ... Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith 
unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in 
the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazar- 
eth... .’—John 1:40-48, 45. 


“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature.”—Mark 
16:15, 


By Dr. Robert C. Gray, Jr., Pastor 
Trinity Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Florida 
By Evangelist John R., Rice 
| “When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; 
for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast 
vowed. Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that 
thou shouldest vow and not pay.”’—Eccles. 5:4, 5. 


At this particular time of the 
year, we are especially conscious 
of vows or resolutions which we 
have made towards a better life. 
A “vow” is simply a promise or 
an expressed desire of our de- 
termination to do better for the 
Lord. Every Christian ought to 
know the joy of moving forward 
in Christian growth by making 
‘solemn and sacred vows for the 
glory of God. If we are to grow 
and mature in our Christian faith, 
'then we must be willing to com- 


Saviour Jesus Christ.” The Chris- 
tian who never makes any con- 
scious dedication to Christ is the 
believer who does not mature in 
our most holy faith. 


The making of holy vows unto 
the Lord is scriptural. In Psalm 
76:11 we read, “Vow, and pay 
unto the Lord your God.” There 
is obviously. a very close relation- 
ship between the making of sacred 
vows and the rendering of effect- 


en me 


Tur WINNING of 


individuals by individuals in 


personal conversation is the main way to win souls. 


The New Testament type 


of Christianity has been so 


perverted and misshapen that now people generally consider 
Christian work to be primarily done’ in a church house, in 
formal services, conducted by preachers. The simple truth 
is that in New Testament times there were no church houses 
(not a single one mentioned in the New Testament). The 
public meetings were informal] and more or less incidental to 
the main work of carrying the Gospel all over town, yes, all 
‘over the world, speaking to individuals. 


Seminary professors and others without much practical 
experience sometimes discuss the relative merits of personal 
soul winning and mass evangelism. The truth is that they 
are essential parts of the same thing. The right kind of gos- 
pel preaching sends Christians out to win souls, and bom- 
bards the hearts of sinners, dynamites the hard ground, and 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Personal — From the 
Assistant Editor 


By Evangelist Walt Handford 


This past week I have had the 
very interesting experience of 
gathering the material for this 
issue of THE SworpD and editing it. 
This is, of course, the thing that 
Dr. Rice does every week. You 
would be surprised at the amount 
of work that is involved in getting 
together just one issue of the 
paper. Let me take you behind the 
scenes for a few minutes and tell 
you how the editing is done. 

First, of course, we pray de- 
finitely that God will lead us to 
the right sermons to use, the very 
articles that are needed for that 
week and seek the Lord’s direction 
in all of our choices. After we 
have counted up how much com- 
mercial advertising is to be in- 
cluded, how much material is con- 
tained in the regular features such 
as the crossword puzzles, Kids 
Korner, From My Kitchen Window 
and Incidents and Illustrations, we 
then can judge how much space 
we have for sermons and articles. 


We usually publish three full- 
length sermons each week. One 
of these we try to choose from the 
sermons of some man now dead. 
For this issue we chose D. L. 
Moody’s sermon, “On Seeking and 
Finding the Lord.” But this meant 
reading many other of Moody’s 
sermons and also sermons by 
Spurgeon and other great preach- 
ers from the past. Since it had to 
be an evangelistic sermon we 
looked through sermons that were 
directed to the unsaved especially 


and chose this one. I trust that 
many will read it and be saved. 

Then since this was the New 
Year’s issue we needed a sermon 
especially on the New Year's 
theme. Dr. Bob Gray sent us his 
very fine message on “New Year's 
Resolutions” which we chose for 
this issue. Brother Gray is one 
of the finest preachers in our 


generation and has done a trem- 
endous work in the Trinity Bap- 
tist Church of Jacksonville, 


(Continued on page 3) 


! Rev. Walter Handford 


-~ 


—we 


Dr. Robert C. Gray, Jr. 


‘mit ourselves in solemn promise 


to God. We have a command- 
ment in II Peter 3:18 which tells 
us to “. . . grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and 


UN SEEKING AND FINDING 


; 


THE LORD 


By D. L. Moody 


“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon 
him while he is near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon.”’—Isa. 55:6, 7. 


I have been talking about God 
—as to how God is seeking for the 
sinner. Tonight I want to turn the 
question, and talk of man’s state. 
Under this text man is told to 
seek the Lord, “Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found, and call 
ye upon him while he is near.” 
Now, I have learned this in dealing 
with men, that there isn’t much 
hope of being saved until they 
seek the Lord with all their heart. 
One reason that men do not find 
the Lord is that they don’t seek 
for Him with all their heart. 

Very often you meet people who 
say, “Well, I don’t know as I 
have any objections to being 
saved.” Well, I don’t know as I 
ever knew of any one that found 
Christ that had that spirit. You 
have to have something beyond 
that. I said to a man some time 
ago, that I could tell him the day 
he was going to be converted. I 
said to him, 

“I can tell you when you will 
be converted, although I am not 
a prophet, and although I don’t 
pretend to be a prophet.” 

“Well,” he said, “I would like 
to have you tell me that, for I 
would like to know myself.” 

“Well,” I said, “you shall find 
Him when you seek for Him, and 
search for Him with all your 
heart.” 

In the twenty-ninth chapter of 
Jeremiah verse thirteen it says, 
“And ye shall seek me, and find 
me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart.” 


I, Seek the Lord 


I wish men would seek for 
Christ as they’ seek for wealth. 
I wish men would seek for Christ 
as they seek for position in this 
world. Man prepares his feast, and 
there is a great rush to see who 
will get there first. God prepares 
His feast, and the exeuses come 
in, “I pray thee have me excused.” 

Suppose I should state that last 
night a man came into this place 
and lost a very valuable present; 
something he valued a great deal 


more than the value of the pres- 
ent, because it was the gift of 
his dying mother. Suppose he 
should send up a note to me Ssay- 
ing, “Mr. Moody, I lost last night 
a very valuable diamond, and I 
am willing to give any one that 
can find that diamond twenty 
thousand dollars.” 

I am sure there would be a 
great search. How many do you 
suppose would be seeking for that 
diamond? I would not give much 
for my sermon. A man might Say, 
“I am poor, and if I could find 
that diamond, wouldn’t that take 
me out of poverty and out of 
want?” You wouldn’t wait until 
I got through my sermon, but 
you would be looking down at 
your feet and under the benches. 
My friend, isn’t the salvation of 
your soul worth more than all the 
diamonds that the world has seen? 
Isn’t it worth more than the whole 
world itself, and isn’t it the best 
thing you can do, to seek the 
Lord? 


II. Call While He Is Near 


Not only that, but it is a com- 
mand to seek the Lord while He 
(Continued on page 5) 


ive praise unto God. In Psalm 61, 
verse 8, the Bible tells us that 
David testified on this wise: “So 
will I sing praise unto thy name 
for ever, that I may daily per- 
form my vows.” Many Bible char- 
acters in both the Old Testament 
and the New made holy vows un- 
to the Lord. Our blessed Saviour 
obviously took the vows of a Naz 
arite for His life. The Apostle 
Paul made sacred vows during the 
course of his tremendous and in- 
spiring ministry. Personally, I be- 
lieve in vows. It is my opinion 
that every Christian ought to know 
the joy of making some promise 
or commitment for a yielding of 
his life unto the Lord. Only an 
uninformed or backslidden Christ- 
ian would refuse to make solemn 
vows unto God. 


Perhaps all of us have, at one 
time or another, heard someone 
say that it is better to make a 
vow than not to affirm any truth 
or intention in one’s heart, even 
if we do not intend to carry out 
the vow which we have made. But 
the words of our text indicate that 
just the opposite is true. It is a 
wicked, foolish sin to make a vow 
unto God and not fulfill it. The 
Christian who has no intention of 
fulfilling his vow unto the Lord 
should never have made it in 
the first place. The plain com- 
mandment of God in verse 5 is, 
“Better it is that thou shouldest 
not vow, than that thou shouldest 
vow and not pay.” Of course, many 
faithless saints will never venture 
forward for Christ for fear of not 
being able to fulfill their stated 
intentions for Him; however, 
Christian growth and the Lord’s 
blessings are withheld from those 
who never make any step forward 
by faith to fulfill God’s plan for 
their lives. If we truly believe the 
promises of God, then we will be 
willing to stand upon them and 
move forward trusting completely 
in His power to sustain us as we 
determine to walk by faith. 


It is blasphemy and profanity 
to make a vow and not fulfill 
your obligation to God. Most Chris- 
tian people would not think of 
taking the Lord’s Name in vain or 
swearing under any consideration; 
however, it is just as much a sin 
of profanity to express an intent- 
ion to serve Christ with some de- 
gree of loyalty and dedication 
which we do not intend to carry 
out, During the course of my 


‘<x | ministry through the years, I have 


had the privilege of uniting many 
a couple in the bonds of holy mat- 
rimony. Solemn vows have been 
taken before God and an assembly 
of Christian witnesses regarding 
their marital relationship one to 
the other. Unfortunately, some of 
these vows must have been taken 
with “tongue in cheek” since they 
did not remain married for very 
long after the ceremony. Flaunting 
the marriage vows which we make 


(Continued on page 4). 
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Page Two 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


This week’s Sworp or THE LORD 
is edited by assistant editor, Wal- 
ter Handford. He regularly collects 
and edits material for the column, 
“With the Evangelists’; he has 
carried on the current subscription 
campaign in THE SwWorD OF THE 
Lorp and takes other responsi- 
bilities here, as well as being pas- 
tor of the Calvary Baptist Church 
in Wheaton. 


A Visit to Pillsbury College 

It was good to visit Pillsbury 
Conservative Baptist Bible Col- 
lege at Owatonna, Minnesota, on 
Thursday and Friday, December 
7 and 8. Dr. Monroe Parker: is the 
gifted president. He is an evan- 
gelist with a Ph.D. degree, was 
for about fourteen years aSsistant 
to the president and_ religious 
director at Bob Jones University. 

The college is growing rapidly. 
It requires two shifts in the din- 
ing hall at each meal. The new 
women’s dormitory to house a 
hundred students was just com- 
pleted and girls were moving in 
while I was there. There are furth- 
er plans for expansion as the stu- 
dent body is increased about thirty 
per cent each year, with about 
340 students now enrolled, I be- 
lieve. It was a joy to speak three 
times to the students, faculty, 
staff and friends who drove in 
for the meetings. 

Dr. Parker is on the Co-oper- 
ating Board of the Sword of the 
Lord, a greatly trusted friend. 
He is an active leader in the Con- 
servative Baptist Association and 
is kept busy for all the time he 
can spend away from the college 
in four-day revival services. 

Pillsbury College is a fine place 
for one to get a Bible college edu- 
cation and degree with good cul- 
tural advantages, strict doctrinal 
and moral standards, careful sup- 
ervision and strong spiritual lead- 
ership. 


Pastors, Get the Big New 
Book “The Golden Path to 
Successful Personal Soul 
Winning” Free With 
Ten or More Sub- 
scriptions 
There is a Special burden on my 
heart that pastors will take ad- 
vantage of the subscription offer. 
Xf you will send in ten or more 
cash subscriptions at $2.00 each, 
you may have absolutely free the 
big $3.00 book on personal soul 

winning just out. 

First, the pastors will find it 
very helpful, and all pastors con- 
cerned with soul winning will want 


| thrilling, 


‘is $3.00 a year. But if the pastor 


this big 314-page book. A warm, 
challenging Bible text- 
book on soul winning. Second, a 
great spiritual revival and blessing 
will be working itself out continu- 
ally in the lives of your people if 
you can get many of the church 
people to reading ‘THE SWORD OF 
THE LorD regularly. 


The regular subscription price 


will take a few moments in a 
public service, he can easily get 
ten or more cash subscriptions at 
$2.00 each. Simply pass out en-| 
velopes, have people put their) 
names and addresses on them and 
enclose the $2.00 and hand them 
in at once. Then send the sub- 
scriptions. in, at least ten at one 
time, with $2.00 per yearly sub- 
scription enclosed, and the big 
book on soul winning will be sent 
at once and free as a premium. 


Address THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD, Box 420, Wheaton, Lilinois. 
Pastors may ask for sample 


copies, and if they wish, may ask 


for envelopes offering the club 
rate of $2.00 a year in groups. 
Pastors, don’t fail us, don’t fail 
your people, and don’t miss the 


blessing. Get those subscriptions 
and send them in at once. 


Grateful Thanks to Friends 
for Birthday Greetings 

Monday, December 11, was my 
birthday and it caused me to feel 
special gratitude to God for all 
His mercies. My wife, my children, 
grandchildren, around thirty of my 
office workers and many friends 
did much to make me happy and 
show their appreciation. At the 
office the crowd had a beautiful 
birthday cake, many greeting 
ecards, some gifts. At my home 
that night we had a family gather- 
ing, gifts and greetings and kisses 
and good wishes. From friends far 
and near came letters, greeting 
cards, telegrams, gifts of money, a 
beautiful and precious Afghan, a 
sweater, Arizona fruit. 


So now I am sixty-six and to 
the glory of Christ I may Say, 
much like Moses, that my eye is 
not dim nor my natural strength 
abated. I can. preach four times 
a day or work nine hours in the 
office, and God’s work is still a 
joy. Praise the Lord for His mer- 
cies, SO many! 


Wednesday Night Supplying 
for Dr. Jack Hyles 

This is written Wednesday after- 
noon, ‘December 13. Tonight I 
drive sixty miles to the First Bap- 
tist Church of Hammond, Indiana, 
to teach the Bible at the midweek 
services of the First Baptist 
Church where Dr. Jack Hyles is 
pastor. Our Brother Hyles will be 
gone to New York City for a na- 
tionwide TV broadcast of the 
Gospel. It is a joy and honor to 
fill his pulpit and be with many 
friends there. 


What Blessings We Expect at 
Winston-Salem February 5-9! 

These great conferences on re- 
vival and soul winning are actual- 
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ations 


By 
Evangelist Robert L, Sumner 
Contributing Editor 


Congratulations to Michigan 


New Year’s Eve or no New 


‘Year's Eve, the State of Michigan 
is.gomg to go by the law! As 


every calender-conscious' citizen 
knows, New Year’s Eve comes on 
Sunday. Because of this fact, all 
the sots in Michigan who ordina- 
rily spend New Year’s Eve guzz- 
ling booze at their favorite saloon 
are going to be out of luck. They 
will have to wait until New Year’s 
Eve is over, that is, until at least 
midnight, December 31, before 
they can buy any strong spirits. 


This, of course, will not rule 
out all the gruesome, gory high- 
way accidents law enforcement 
officers have learned to expect on 
New Year’s Eve, but it should 
certainly cut down on the tremen- 
dous total that would result from 
an unhindered flow of booze. 

ms a Ao 


President Kennedy: Fancy 
and Fact 


When John F. Kennedy was 
electioneering for the highest of- 
fice in the land, he made at least 
one statement which made folks 
wonder if Arizona’s Barry Gold- 
water was doing his ghost writing. 
But any who were encouraged by 
what he said have since had their 
dreams rudely shattered by reality. 
For those interested, we quote the 
statement and the statistics. 

The Statement: “I do not be- 
lieve that Washington should do 
for the people what they can do 
for themselves through local and 
private effort. There is no magic 
attached to tax dollars that have 
been to Washington and back.” 

The Statistics: President Ken- 
nedy has succeeded in using a 
shorter time to spend more money 
than any other peace-time Prces- 
ident in the history of our republic, 
After asking for $11 million more 
than his inherited Eisenhower 
budget allowed, Kennedy succeed- 
ed in getting approval on new 
spending to the tune of $49 bil- 
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to spend considerable more but 
could not get the co-operation of 
his sometimes-contrary Congress. 
Already he is making greater plans 
for greater spending in 1962. 

Where, oh where, will it end 
this side of complete state social- 
ism? If it is always darkest just 
before dawn, surely the sun must 
be about ready to burst Forth. 


Hollywood's Code of Bocaiar 


Sometimes folks get the idea 
that preachers condemn Hollywood 
movies as a part of their profession 
and what they say is therefore 
sometimes taken very lightly. 
“After all,” some reason, “isn’t the 
Motion Picture Association of 
America serving as the watchdog 
of the industry to make sure that a 
high standard of decency is main- 
tained?” If you are of that particu- 
lar persuasion, let me quote what 
Vernon Scott, a United Press 
International Hollywood  corres- 
pondent, has to say. Remember, 
he is a friend of the industry, 
not a blue-nosed religious fanatic. 
Here is what he wrote in a re- 
cent column which appeared in 
the San Lauis Obispo County 
(Calif.) Telegram-Tribune: 

“Decency be damned! 

“That pretty well sums up the 
attitude of today’s motion picture 
makers, following on the*heels of 
new production code changes. 

“From now on films, in the name 
of art, will be free to screen 
stories of moral degenerates and 
homosexuals, Last week the 
Motion Picture Association of 
America (MPAA) gave approval 
to ‘the subject of sex aberration, 
provided any references are treat- 
ed with care, discretion and re- 
straint and in all other aspects 
spending to the tune of $49 bil- 
conform to the code:’ 


ly making soul winners. At Kan- 
kakee recently in a conference 
sponsored by about eight churches, 
there was a heavenly visitation, 
deep concern for souls and holy 


vows. Now Rev. Doug Canady 
from St. Louis who attended 
writes to tell us: “You know, 


Walt, I had considered myself a 
soul winner and I was, but I re- 
ceived something from that con- 
ference that I was in need of. I 
had never set a goal or kept a 
record of the souls that I had won, 
or how many I would witness to 
before winning one. I have been 
doing this and praise God, IT 
WORKS. We have seen about 
twenty souls saved since this con- 
ference, which we are thankful 
for. In fact, I am to go this 
Thursday night to Poplar Bluff 
and give this soul-winning course 
to a group of church folks.” 

Brother Jack Hyles sends us a 
note which Brother Robert Harrell 
wrote him. He says: “I took your 
soul-winning course at Kankakee, 
Illinois, and have personally led 
seven souls to Christ (professions, 
at least) in the last two weeks. I 
taught your method to a friend 
and he has led one more, a total 
of eight as the result of your les- 
sons. Four of the eight were elder- 
ly.” 

Oh, all over America literally 
hundreds of people have started 
a lifetime career in personal soul 
winning because of these heart- 
moving, Bible teaching conferences 
on how to win souls, how to be 
filled with the Spirit, how to con- 
duct house-to-house visitation, how 
to have a great revival, how to 
build a soul-winning church. 

At Faith Baptist Tabernacle, 
seating one thousand, February 
5-9, Dr. Jack Hyles, Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., my brother Dr. Bill 
Rice, evangelist, this editor and 
others will have an_ intensive 


| course in soul winning, revival, the 


power of the Holy Spirit. Beds will 
be furnished free for pastors; 
some meals we will have together. 
It will be a wonderful time of 
holy resolutions, of learning God’s 
Word, of setting ourselves to New 


Testament methods in soul win- 
ning and the New Testament pow- 
er upon preachers and Christians. 
Pastors from every state in the 
union should plan, if possible, to 
spend a week in this retreat, this 
holy time of waiting on God and 
learning the Word of God and of 
dedicating our lives anew to His 
service. 

Remember the time, from Mon- 
day morning 9:30 am., through 
Friday night, February 5-9, at the 
Faith Baptist Tabernacle, Wins- 


ton-Salem, North Carolina. Come 


to learn from the most successful 
soul-winning pastors in America 
or the world: to learn from 
recognized Bible teachers and 
evangelists with great experience. 
Come! To be moved by the Spirit 
of God as one studies the Scrip- 
tures day after day and waits on 
God for power and leading isea 
thrilling, life-changing experience. 
Churehes should see that their 
pastors go to this conference. Pas- 
tors, when possible, should each 
promote a delegation from _ the 
church, Pastors, evangelists, Chris- 
tian workers, and lay Christians 
will come from about half the 
states in the union for this con- 
ference. Don’t miss it! 


Sermons Coming in in $1,600 
- Contest 


February 1 is the deadline for 


sermons for the 1962 SWORD 
Evangelistic Sermon Contest. A 
good many sermons are coming 
in. We expect sermons from some 
of the best preachers in America 
as wéll as a number of sermons 
from foreign countries. The 
awards range from $300 first 


‘prize down to $100. 


The sermons are to be evangel- 
istic, that is, addressed to the un- 
saved. They are to be origial, 
unpublished, typewritten. We sug- 
gest a length of from three thou- 
sand te five thousand words 
though these limits are not bind- 
ing. Please have the sermons typed 
on one side of the paper only 
léave one inch margin on each side 
and double space. 


straint? 

.. «lhe motion picture indus- 
try is fighting for its very life— 
and fighting dirty. 

“When the motion picture pro- 
duction code was first written in 
1932 it was an instrument to pro- 
tect the public from unscrupulous 
film makers who were producing 
only a fraction less daring than 
stag films. 


“It also prevented federal and 
state censorship of Hollywood pic- 
tures. 


“Now the MPAA and its pres- 
ident, Eric Johnston, are con- 
cerned only with the survival of 
Hollywood movies. 

“If the public, particularly im- 
pressionable young people, will go 
to movies only to see shocking, sex- 
themed films, then that is what. 
Hollywood will give them. : 

“But these, too, will grow wear- 
isome after a time. 

“Then what? 

“How far can movies sink to 
fan the box office flame? First it 
was dope addiction (old hat now), 
illicit love affairs (commonplace) 
and illegitimate births and adul- 
tery (ho-hum). 

“In another couple of years 
moviegoers will be bored by sexual 
aberration pictures too. After that 
it could be stag reels with dram- 
atic lighting. Fun for the whole 
family! 

“The MPAA and Johnston are 
not responsible to the public. They 
are paid by the movie industry. 
They are not guardians, much 
less protectors, of public decency. 

“Without a movie industry the 
MPAA would not exist. Its prin- 
cipal concern is to keep a floun- 
dering industry afloat—on flotsam 
if necessary... 

“Hollywood insiders believe the 
floodgates to perversion have been 
opened to accommodate a single 
very important picture, ‘The 
Children’s Hour,’ a Mirsch com- 
pany production starring Shirley 
MacLaine, Audrey Hepburn and 
Jim Garner. 

“It is based on unwholesome 
rumors in a small town that the 
leading feminine characters are 
suffering ‘aberrations’ not fit for 
any entertainment media. But the 
film will be able to go into theaters 
with a code seal of approval. 

“The picture should be a box 
office hit, but there won’t be an 
‘adults only’ sign at the ticket 
booth—not with a title like ‘The 
Children’s Hour.’ ” 

Movies are dirtier than ever and, 
like the trend of socialism in the 
political realm, there is no end 
in sight. On the contrary, the pro- 
spects for the situation being 
changed for the better are rapidly 
worsening. Will you help sound 
the alarm? 

* * 5: 
Pray for Evangelist Sumner’s méetings: 


December 31-January 14: 


Belmont Bible Church 
West 29th and Walton Street 
Anderson, Indiana 


January 16-28: 
First Regular Baptist Church 
6423 Arizona Avenue 
Indiana 
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"Il Can Do What 
I'm Told” 


A little boy entered a 
shop, in the window of 
which was a card, “Boy 
Wanted.” Thinking he was 
too weak for the work, the 
gentleman said, “Well, my 
lad, what can you do?” 
The boy replied, “I can do 
what I’m. told, sir.” This so 


pleased the shopkeeper 
that he said, “You'll do, my 
boy.” - 


Have you ever led a soul 
to Christ? 
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Sy Jesse Mice Sandberg 


A Column for Wives 


He Guides 


How 


A happy and blessed New 
to you! 

How will you celebrate the 
ing of 1962? No matter how 
or carelessly other people may 
celebrate the arrival of a brand 
new year, I find the occasion a 
rather sobering one. A new year 
holds so many’ prospects—for good 
or for evil, for joy or for sorrow, 


Year 


com- 
gaily 


for success or for failure. What 
folly it would be, to think of 
looking foward to the months 


ahead without spending some time 
seeking God's special guidance 
and leading. I think the Lord must 
surely give us new beginnings, new 
opportunities to start over, so that 


we will be encouraged to put the 
past* with its failures and disap- 
pointments behind us and begil 
to serve Him in new dedication 


and blessing. 

Did you ever stop to think how 
many different means the Lord 
uses to guide us and direct our 
pathway? Psalm 32:8 says, “I-will 


instruct thee and teach th 
the way which thou shalt J 
will guide thee with mine ey 

I remember ‘one tim b: 
a message being given acro 
crowded 1 n fi 1 husband 1 
a wie wv t a ra ¢ De 2 
spoken! It was all ne with 1 
eyes. The wo ss communidq 
from the husband lenth 
“Your slip is showing’’ because 
the wife made a hasty and dis- 
creet ljustment to her skirt and 
the husband smiled to indicate 
that the message had been cor- 
rectly received. 


| regardless of the cost. 


and Mothers 


ct: 


It goes without saying that to 
be led by the eye of God, we must 
be looking toward Him. Further- 


more, to be guided by one’s eye re- 
quires that the two parties in- 
volved must have a certain kin- 
Ship of mind and purpose. We 
learn to see “eye to eye” with 
the Lord as we study His Word 
and then determine to obey it, 


A careless, 
blind Christian, absorbed in watch- 
ing what the world is doing, will 
never experience the thrill of this 
special kind of guidance. 

the Lord 
Isaiah 


ruldes 
30:21 
hear a word 
This is the 
when ye turn 
and when ye 


Sometimes 
with His voice. 
‘And thine ears shall 
behind thee, saying, 
way, walk ye in it, 
to the right hand, 
turn to the left.” 


Psalm 73:22-24 says, 


uS 


says, 


“So foolish 


was I, and ignorant: I was as 

beast before thee: Nevertheless 
n con il): th the Tho 

' n ny han 

Th oe py 

} } "Wa ] f I 
te | th id- 
e we « f 
we hold h ly | land 
If 3 ha Iked down a 
bus et with ve mall chil- 
dren you knov I y perils 
there are for little ones without 
the firm grasp of a parent’s hand 
to guide them. They are so likely 

to dash suddenly in front ofl 
car, to pet a strange dog or to pu 
some forbidden object from the 


By Aunt Mary 


New Year’s resolutions: do you 
make them? Il:remember when I 
was in school that each September 
I would resolve again to do every 
assignment every day to the best 
of my ability. Of course, that is 
the answer to really good grades 
—every assignment every day. 
Now I’m not surg I always did it. 
We often went to revival meetings 
every night and I’m sure I some- 
times did, homework too hurriedly 


when I was rushed by home 
chores, etc. But I always made 
better grades for the effort. 


The new year is coming up. Do 
you make New Year’s resolutions? 
You say you break them if you 


make them? Does that mean you 


simply should not make them? 
Of course,-if you honestly resolve 
to do right about anything, you 


will do better. 
help, and lean on His 
you can keep any resolve 
ought to make! 
Philippians 4:19 says, 
all things through 
strengtheneth me.” 
things” could | 
in school, I 


But if you ask God’s 


“T ean do 
Christ 
That 


arning to keep ones 


temper, remembering to read the 
Bible every single day, or doing 
the day’s chores without com- 
plaining. 


a 


ie 
JOU 
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I quote from a letter from a 
graduate of Bob Jones University 
who is now a school teacher in the 
state of Pennsylvania and who re- 
cently sent a contribution for the 
work of the school: “Even though 
I have been out of school for only 
a short while, I am already realiz- 
ing what a tremendous impact it 
has had upon my life. I am so 
deeply grateful for the lessons I 
learned there. I especially appre- 
ciate the work/loan scholarship 
plan and pray that it will con- 
tinue.’ 

My friends, while you are pray- 
ing for Bob Jones University and 


OneS 


4 . -~ ’ : 
of God's money 


recommending the school to the 
right kind of young people who 


can be trained for Christian lead- 
ership, you can also invest some 
in the work the 
University is doing. We need your 
financial help. Operating, overhead 
is increasing, and we need the 
help of our Christian friends. 
Won't you let us hear from you? 
Please do. Thank you, and God 
bless you. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, 8. C, 


(Advertisement) 


which | 

“all | 
ye doing good work | 
‘spends hours and 


a | 
1 | 


each article on the front page and | 
designates where the cuts are to) 
appear, ‘ 
Then the remaining space is 
used for other articles, for pro-| 
motional pieces, for the editor's 


strength, | 
you | 


i 


‘and choosing the sermons and ar- 
ticles for the paper. It is no acci- 
dent that THe Sworp has been 
blessed of God and each year wins | 
so many to Christ. 

But you can have a part in 
helping Dr. Rice. Though you 
could not come to the office and 
edit the paper, you can help t 
promote the paper and get it into 
the hands of those who need it. 
Some of this can be done by pass- 
ing on to others each issue after | 
you ‘have finished. But a more 
definite way of helping would be | 
to help others to subscribe to THE | 


mother father. Sometimes we, 
too, as inexperienced. children, 
need the firm hand of our Heaven- 


ly Father to guide us. When we) 


have the Lord to hold us by the 
hand, we may stumble but we can- 
not fall; we may be tempted to 
turn aside toward some dangerous 


us his loving guidance for the ¢ 


good the Lord is to otter 
m | 


Personal—From the Assistant Editor 


(Continued from page 1) 


Florida. They have many folks 
saved every week, run over 800 in 
Sunday School usually, with pray- 
er meeting crowds of more than 
200 each Wednesday night. I 
trust you will read his message 
on “New Year’s Resolutions” with 
an open, receptive heart and let 
God speak to you as He has done 
to me through the message 

Then we needed sermon that 
would have a good deal of Bible 
teaching in it to give instructions 
on Christian living. Since 
winning is so tremendously 
portant and has been the main 
theme of THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
for years, I chose to use part of a 
chapter of Dr. new 
on soul winning. 


a 


soul 
im- 


Rice’s book 


The Work Begins 
But now after having chosen 
the messages there is a great deal 
of work still to be done. The 
messages must be proofread care- 
fully and subheads put in for easy 


ing year! For those who will keep REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 
their eyes on Him, He guides w ithy) 
His eye. He calls with His voicel 
For the inexperienced, He leads| BVANGELIST GLEN H. 
with His hand. |) SCHUNK, 10 Blythewood Drive, 
Will you let Him guide you in| Greenville, South Carolina, and 
the new vear? the musical Csehys held evangel- 
istic meetings at the [irst Bap- 
ist Church of Freeport, Lllinois, 
recentiy. Dr, J. Fred Young, pas- 
tor, reports 98 first-time decisions 
and 66 decisions for consecration 
, during the meeting. He says that 
is unusually peostical with the the ee Maem was excellent in 
exact how-to-do-it information. | each service and on some occasions 
One chapter contains clear | extra chairs had to be brought 
teaching of what Seriptures to in to accommodate the crowd. 
use to point a person to Christ. . 


s& a 


Then it gives detailed instructions 


as how to help that person to EVANGELIST EDDIB 
actually make the decision and |™MIDUBA, 2641-59th Court, Cicero, 
accept the Lord as Saviour. Illinois, held a meeting recently 
You may have your free copy of |!" the Calvary Memorial Chureh 
The Golden Path to Sueccessful|0f Chicago. William YT. Pauley, 
Personal Soul Winning by Dr. Rice | pastor, reports there were 19 peo- 
free with subscriptions at the fol- | = saved in the meeting and many 
lowing rates: |Christians who dedicated them- 
| selves to soul winning. The pastor 
One Yearly Subscription, No Free Book, $3.00 ‘says, “Brother Midura is not only 
Two Yearly Subscriptions, Plus Free Book,}a good down-to-earth Bible 
$5.00 Ip ier, but is a hard-workmg 
Three Yearly Subscriptions, Plus Free Book,| Visitor t : il found Christ 
$7.00 |in their hom 
Five Yearly Subscriptions, Plus Free Book, | 
$11.00 | EVANGELIST CLARENCE E. 
Ten Yearly Subscriptions, Plus Free Book,| SHARER, (20 Harrison Street, 
$70.00 Anoka, Minnesota, conducted a re- 
vival crusade for the Windsor 
Offer Closes January 17 Baptist Church of Rockford, Il- 
_ This special subscription offer inois, November 12-19. ‘There were 
tana lose at midnight, January 17. | 21 first-time professions of faith, 
Subscription orders must he D +.}| about 90 deci ons among Cnris- 
marked by that date in order to| U@"s tor baptism, tithing, separa- 
Oct pecial p) d to mn, consecratlo 
rey { hy | Vii] 
nal i resolution now that you EVANGELIST JIM WOLLEN- 
will send subscriptio. t these|SCHLAGER, 317 Faight Street, 
harvain rate SO oTne may re- lon town Pen I" MA. held A 
c e the bl 3 i] Swe n fi Riverview 
O} LORD? You can p D hay aire, Oh Al- 
Rice in h heavy editorial { t |. Cage wrote to tell us that 
by sending subscript : here: were 16 cal lates for bap- 
Send them on tne i! n, } | | 2 
;coOupon, or on a separate ofession faith, o dy ssur- 
paper » THE WORD OF I 1) } | rivation na 0 tor re- 
| Box 420, Wheaton, Illine ti 


reading. In many cases paragraph: 
must be broken down into small- 
er paragraphs for ease of un 
derstanding. Punctuation, gram 
mar and doctrinal exactness must 
@ | fully checked. The serm 

M iy had been tal » dow?) 
stenographically as he preached it 
and there were many grammatical 
mistakes that needed correcting 
some of the paragraphs wi 50 
long they would have taken near- | 
ly a half column in THE SWORD | 
and would have been very diffi- 
ult to read. After all this proof- 
reading work is done, the type is | 
chosen for the titles, copy is| 
counted and the manuscripts are 
sent off to the printer to be set 


in type. 

Then the front page is laid out 
showing the position of the various 
articles. In this case I laid out 
the front page but in every other 
issue Dr. Rice personally 


notes and other important inform- 
ation. 

So you see, a great deal 
work goes into the editing 
of THE SWORD OF 
I have enjoyed doing this and trust 
this issue will be a great blessing 
to you. ‘ 


of 


issue 


You Can Help the Editor 
Simply by doing 
of the paper I hav 
preciate in a new 
work Dr. Rice 
each issue of 


this one 
e Come 
way how 
puts into 
‘THE Sworp. He 
his time 


nouwrs QO! 
each week seeking the will of God 


tO ap- 


SWORD OF THE LORD 
are 


Right now we 


newals and new subscriptions, ‘To 
encourage folk to send subscrip- 
tions we are offering Dr. Rice's 
new book. The Golden Path to 
Successful Personal Soul Winning, 
free with subscriptions. You will 
find half of one chapter from this 
new book in this issue of the paper. 
We believe that this book will 
probably be one of the most prac- 
tical and helpful books on soul 
winning to be published in this 
generation. In the first place, it 
contains the much needed teach- 
ing of why every Christian should 
be a soul winner. Then, the book 


places | 


each | 
THE LORD. | 


issue | 


much | 
editing | 


in the midst of a subscription | 
campaign to get thousands of re-| 
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Editor John R. Rice 
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I am glad to take you up on your generous offer to give 
The Path Successful Personal 
bargain subscriptions for THE 
fing 3..... 

of book, 
to Successful Personal Soul Winning, by Dr. 


free the new book, Golden to 


Soul Winning, 
THE 


with SWORD OF 
oe Ts for 
The Golden Path 
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subscriptions and copies the 


understand that this is a big hard-bound, 
will regularly sell for $3.00. 


Please enroll the following subscriptions: 
ies US eae a 


Street Number —_ _- 


ROO si cendienascaians zZoné .... State —_ 
| | New | | Renewal 

it I Serre Wore Os IE Sere SY js 

Street Number —-_--~. iste . 

To ee ae State : 
[}]) New [}] Renewal 

Ne ee alli 62, 

Street Number ~~ ~~~ SP, RP EOS | ae Z 
6, Ra aS ce . Zone . State 
[|] New [| Renewal 
IM a a ee a EY ee ae eae iw a 
Street Number —---- METGIEN n 
gh EES SOR Zone State oe iol 
[] New [}] Renewal 
i i a  sessiatinmnsitatsiniitibaiseapetimees tibiae: ted iaen 
ae il i RES RT ES ge EA EG Ey PRR A ER TIE Bar 
RET RN di ite chiral toalieieantnigcesin BODO .ou DA. 4a sin digits 
[}] New [] Renewal 


Please send the book to the following address: 


Z 
je] 
3 
® 


Street Number 


Q 


_. Zone ..... State 


ity 


Page Four 


6 cg a A lig 


— 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


— 


ein 


(Continued from page 1) 


before God is a wicked sin of pro- 
fanity and blasphemy. Every 
young couple coming to the altar 
of marriage should be reminded of 
the importance of the vows to 
which they are about to commit 
themselves before our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Very few young people 
these days realize that they have 
pledged themselves before God to 
remain together until ‘death do 
them part.’ The phrase, “for better 
or for worse’ is generally not 
thought of as comprising a part 
of the marriage contract whenever 
troubles and difficulties arise later 
on. 

‘For those who look lightly upon 
the marriage contract and are 
thinking of abandoning their pledge 
to remain together, I would quote 
a portion of our text in verse 4, 
“pay that which thou hast vowed”! 
Another wicked sin of profanity 
is when Christians rededicate their 
lives or make some promise to God 
which they make no serious effort 
to fulfill. 


Some Christians have spent so 
much time running up and down 
the aisles of the church to re- 
dedicate that they have just about 
worn out their “dedicator.” Please 


do not misunderstand. I believe 


that there is a definite place for 
rededication and reconsecration of 
a Christian’s life to God. Realizing 
the weakness of the flesh, I would 
be among the very first to urge 
every believer in Christ to re- 
affirm his vows of consecration 
and devotion unto Christ as often 
hs is necessary. On the other hand, 
I: certainly want to impress upon 
every saved person the vital im- 
portance of not making a mockery 
out of the rededication of our 
lives for service. In practically 
every revival meeting that I have 
ever conducted or have partici- 
pated in as pastor of my own 
church, there have been scores of 
Ghristians to walk forward and 
take solemn vows unto the Lord 
for the upbuilding of their Chris- 
tian faith. My heart is always 
grieved to see the lingering and 
lasting effect of such dedication 
wear off after several weeks have 
passed. 

Many of you who read this mes- 
sage have doubtless been guilty 
of this wicked sin of profaning a 
vow in the Name of Christ. Scores 
of you have waiked the aisles 
of your churches and promised the 
Lord and your pastor that you 
would be faithful in attending all 
of the services of the church; 
however, it was not long after the 
revival meeting closed until you 
missed your first Sunday and now 
the habit has been established so 
that you are irregular once again 
in attendance. Others of you have 
pledged yourselves to be faithful 
in the giving of your tithes and 
offerings for the support of the 
Lord’s work; however, now that 
the pressure of the campaign is 
over, you no longer feel obligated 
to be faithful and consistent .in 
your giving. My heart. literally 
aches when I think of the host 
of brothers and sisters in Christ 
who have pledged themselves to 
be faithful in soul-winning visit- 
ation and witnessing in days past 
but who cannot be found to go out 


and speak a word for our Saviour | “ 


at the present time! 

Listen, beloved, when you pro- 
mise God that you are going to 
do something for Him, you had 
better keep that vow. It is easy 
to try and excuse ourselves on 
the failure of the flesh, but I 
want to remind you that you are 
guilty of the sin of profaning God’s 
Name whenever you make a vow 
and do not fulfill it. Have you 
made promises to God that you 
have not kept faithfully? Have 
you made promises to your church 
and your pastor which you have 
not been faithful in carrying out? 
May God give us the grace to 
confess our sins and the humility 
to resolve that we will be faithful 
in carrying out our determinations 
which will bring glory and honor 
unto His Name. | 
' Let us consider some vows 
which some have already made 
and others of us need to make 
for the coming year. Do not be 
faithless but believing. The old 
adage which tells us “Nothing 
ventured, nothing gained” is cer- 
tainly true in this case. Deter- 
mine in your heart that 1962 will 
be the greatest year of your 


New Year's Resolutions 


Christian life thus far! By faith, 
step forward on the promises of 
God and make solemn vows and 
holy commitments which will bring 
joy and happiness into your own 
heart as well as render praise 
unto the Name of Christ. From 
the Word of God, let us notice 
the solemn vows which God would 
have us to make, 


I, A Vow of Separation 


After we are saved, we are 
commanded to separate ourselves 
from the world and unto the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Separation from sin 
unto the Saviour is a Bible doc- 
trine. No Christian can be an 
obedient servant of the Lord who 
does not live a separated life unto 
Christ. Let me mention right here 
at the beginning that I am not 
speaking about a mere negative 
separation. Those believers in 
Christ who abstain from. worldly 
practices and habits with no in- 
tention of doing anything positive 
for~Christ have missed the point 
completely. It is unfortunate that 
so many church members are 
proud of the fact that they do 
absolutely nothing — including 
nothing for the Lord. Just as a 
young lover separates himself from 
former companions in order to 
give himself completely to the 
bride of his choice, even so must 
the heliever in Christ separate 
himself from worldly attractions 
in order to give himself to Christ 
in love and complete devotion. 
Now that you have become a 
Christian, have you begun to sep- 
arate yourself from the world? 

In the Old Testament, we have 
a wonderful story about a noble 
servant of God whose name was 
Daniel. The young man was a 
separated Christian. He was not 
ashamed to take a vow of separa- 
tion for the glory of God. Notice 
what the Scripture tells us about 
his separation in Daniel 1, verse 8. 
“But Daniel purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself 
with the portion of the king’s 
meat, nor with the wine which he 
drank: therefore he requested of 
the prince of the eunuchs that he 
might not defile himself.” May 
God grant that none of us shall 
defile ourselves with the “wine” 
and “meat” of this world. These 
elements are symbolic of worldly 
ease and sinful pleasure. 


The pressure of modern social 
life is tremendous. Many well- 
meaning young people have been 
led into gross sin because they 
have not purposed in their hearts 
to remain aloof from the con- 
taminating sins of this generation. 
We are now living in a time when 
not many church members are 
living separated lives unto God. 
Those who are separated for Christ 
from the sins of this world will 
always be a minority. Daniel was 
not the only Israelite in captivity 
at this particular time, but he 
was among the few who purposed 
in his heart that he would not de- 
file himself with the worldliness 
and sin of Babylon. 


Separation from the world is 
clearly taught for all Christians 
to obey if we are following the 
Bible in our lives. In II Corinth- 
ians chapter 6, verse 17, God says, 
Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the un- 
clean thing; and I will receive you, 
And will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons. and 
daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty.” There are entirely too 
many Christians who want to get 
to Heaven but without any re- 
ward or expecting anyone else to 
meet them there as a result of 
soul-winning labors. Our eternal 
destination is not determined by 
our behavior or conduct. Our des- 
tiny is determined by whether or 
not we have received the Lord 
Jesus Christ as our personal Sav- 
iour. It is possible to smoke and 
go to Heaven. We know that it 
is also possible for a Christian to 
dance and go to Heaven. However, 
no Christian can engage in these 
worldly practices and please the 
Lord, much less be filled with the 
Holy Spirit! 

Christians who are victorious 
in their daily lives realize that 
separation is a must for the obe- 
dient child of God. Let us desire 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit 
in order that we might be effec- 
tive witnesses for the Saviour. God 


will not fill a dirty or unclean’ 
vessel with His holy power in 
Christian service. Separation closes 
out the world and secludes us 
alone with God. A_ separated 
Christian is a happy Christian. If 
you are not separated from the 
world unto Christ, then make a 
holy vow to do so at this time. 
With Daniel of old, purpose in 
your heart that you will not de- 
file yourself with the “wine” and 
“meat” of this world. 


If the majority of members in 
any New Testament church will 
practice the Bible doctrine of sep- 
aration, then that church will soon 
have a testimony for Christ that 
will be distinctive and bring glory 
to His Name. In this hour of 
religious apostasy, it is very rare 
to find a church that stands for 
a separated life among its mem- 
bership. Many worldly church 
members visit our services here 
at Trinity but never return be- 
cause of our strict stand for a sep- 
arated life. With all of my heart, 
I want people to know that we 
believe something and practice a 
separated life for the glory of 
God. Young people have told me in 
frankness that they do not care 
to belong to our church because 
of our stand against dancing. One 
man informed me recently that 
he would not think of belonging 
to our church because of our stand 
against gambling and, in partic- 
ular, dog racing. 

Such reports and criticisms. do 
not discourage me at all. I praise 
the Lord for the ringing testimony 
of our church. May God give a 
burning desire to each one of us 
that through the dedication of our 
lives from the world that those 
about us may come to be acquaint- 
ed with our distinctive stand for 
the Saviour. May 1962 see our 
church take a more separated 
stand for Christ than ever before. 
The line of demarcation between 
the children of God and the child- 
ren of this world must be clear 
and distinct. There must never -be 
any doubt as to where we stand 
concerning Christ and our loyalty 
to Him. 


Lot is a typical example of what 
happens to a worldly church mem- 
ber. He lost his influence, his 
character, and the spiritual lives 
of his own children. You and I 
are no better than Lot. We will 
also vex our righteous souls if 
we try to live in Sodom and pur- 
sue the ways of the world. 


If the Christian life does not 
indicate daily improvement in the 
moral and spiritual quality of your 
relationship to the Lord, then you 
certainly have not experienced any 
growth in grace since you were 
saved. Every day that we live for 
Jesus Christ should bring us closer 
in our relationship to Him. Noth- 
ing thrills me any more as a 
pastor than to see some of my 
sheep come down the aisle to take 
a further step of separation for 
Christ. It is truly a joy to see 
God’s people lay down packs of 
cigarettes, cigarette lighters, lodge 
cards, playing cards, and even 
cans of beer as well as gossipy 
tongues and wrong attitudes of 
heart as sins are confessed and 
lives are brought closer to the 
Saviour! 


God deliver me from a church in 
whose services there is no con- 
tinual manifestation of the power 
of God to lift the level of daily 
living in the lives of His people. 
This is an especially good time to 
take spiritual inventory for the 
coming year. Are you closer to 
the Lord today than you were at 
this time last year? If you cannot 
definitely observe a growth in 
grace and a separation to a great- 
er extent on your part from the 
sinful pleasures of this world unto 
a more devoted service to Jesus 
Christ, then by all means make a 
vow of dedication with Daniel to- 
day! Nothing more completely de- 
lights the heart of God than to 
see His children walking in truth 
and growing in grace. Be a sepa- 
rated Christian. 


II. A Vow of Service 


For all of our duties to God, 
there is a definite pattern clearly 
laid out for us in Holy Scripture. 
This is true about salvation, con- 
secration, giving,. and service. 
Since some of you are getting a 
reputation with God for being 
“shirkers” rather than “workers,” 
this admonition is especially time- 


ly. This is the day and hour of| 


spectator Christianity. So many 
are willing to attend church reg- 


ularly but expect all of ‘the work 


for Christ to be done by a group 


of professionals who are common- 
ly referred to by most church 
members as the “staff.” Do not 
misunderstand. I believe that God 
can use a dedicated, consecrated 
staff of Christian workers for. the 
furtherancé Of His work and the 
glory of our Saviour. 


However, no member of the 
church staff can ever substitute 
for you in the service of our 
Christ. Every Christian is called 
upon to render faithful service 
for the glory of God. This is a 
task for which God will accept 
no substitution on our behalf. Are 
you faithful to serve the Lord? 
Can you look back and see that 
this has been a fruitful year of 
Christian service in your life? Let 
1962 be a time of special dedica- 
tion on your part as you take a 
holy vow for God in Christian 
service. 

God’s plan for effective service 
is through the head of the home, 
the husband and the father. This 
is plainly laid out for us in Joshua 
24, verses 14 and 15. Here we 
observe a time of crisis in the life 
of this great prophet of God. He 
said, “Now therefore fear the Lord, 
and serve him in sincerity and in 
truth: and put away the gods 
which your fathers served on the 
other side of the flood, and in 
Egypt; and serve ye the Lord. And 
if it seem evil unto you to serve 
the Lord, choose you this day 
whom ye will serve; whether the 
gods which your fathers served 
that were on the other side of the 
flood, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land ye dwell: but as 
for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.” 


How I pray that every husband 
and father in our churches would 
take their stand for Christ and 
vow to God that during the coming 
year they will seek faithfully to 
serve the Lord and lead their 
families to do the same, When the 
husband and father in the home 
is faithful to serve God, you may 
rest assured that, in most cases, 
the wife and children will be co- 
operative and follow suit. On the 
other hand, I have known many 
Christian women and young people 
who were negligent in the service 
for Christ because of the slothful 
example of an unfaithful husband 
and father. 


Upon every one of us men is a 
very solemn and sacred respon- 
sibility for a vow of Christian 
service. Instead of the wife or the 
children taking the initiative for 
family altar and faithfulness to 
all of the services of the church, 
every one of you husbands and 
dads should lead the way for your 
family. It should be the respon- 
sibility of the man in the home to 
see that all of his family will 
serve the Lord without com- 
promise. 

If the membership of a church 
is to engage in faithful service 
for Christ, then the leadership of 
that church must set the example. 
Every preacher should be faithful 
to all of the services along with 
each member of his family. It 
has broken my heart to conduct 
some revival meetings in churches 
where preachers’ wives and child- 
ren were unfaithful to attend. No 
pastor can expect his people to 
respond with faithfulness if his 
own family is negligent in their 
duty about this matter. Pastors 
should not just tell their people 
what to do but should lead them 
in doing the obedient task for the 
Lord. Some preachers wonder why 
their visitation programs do not 
accomplish the job for God when 
they themselves never attend or 
participate. 

A church or congregation never 
rises any higher than the leader- 
ship to which they must look for 
guidance. Every deacon should be 
faithful in performing his service 
for the church and unto God. It 
is a tragedy to realize that many 
deacons have not seen the inside 
of a widow’s home in years! The 
office of a deacon requires that 
a man be filled with the Holy 
Spirit; however, it is a tragedy 
to observe that many deacons have 
never led a soul to Jesus Christ! 
The deacons of any church and 
their families, along with the pas- 
tor and his family, should be faith- 
ful to all of the services of the 
chureh and 
soul-winning visitation unless prov- 
identially hindered. 

If the proper example for soul- 
winning is not set by the pastor 
and deacons, how can we expect 


should never miss | 


the others te follow? May we all 
be: able to say’ with our families, 
“As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord”! 


All over the nation, churches 
are failing in their cause for ex- 
istence. Sunday night services are ~ 
rapidly being abandoned. Wednes-° 
day night prayer meeting servicés 
are rarely held any more in many 
churches. For the most part, our 
duties and activities for Christ 
are relegated to some position of 
unimportance and insignificance. 
Church members have time for 
social events and § recreational 
activities but no time for the ser- 
vice of God. May the coming year 
see every one of us more faithful 
in service than we have ever been 
in our Christian lives. May every 
service of our church see each 
member faithful to take his place 
and manifest a godly concern for 
the winning of the lost to Christ. 


My heart is especially concerned 
for the many people who have 
walked the aisles of our churches 
in revival campaigns to pledge 
themselves for soul-winning visit- 
ation and who never come any 
more. Beloved, that is the sin of 
profanity! It is a wicked sin of 
blasphemy! Make a vow at the 
present time and promise God 
with real determination that you 
are going to put first things first 
and be a soul winner during the’. 
coming days of the New Year. 

Real Christian fellowship in the © 
church is best promoted in soul- 
winning activities. Some — e* 
have the mistaken idea that fellow-:' 
ship can best be had over’ a cup 
of coffee and with a doughnut in* 
hand. This is not true. Our fellow-- 
ship is in the Lord Jesus Christ: 
and the blessed task to which He» 
has called each one of us. May’ 
God give us grace and determin- 
ation to serve Him acceptably. 


Ill. A Vow of Stewardship > 


No person is a “good Christian” 
who.fails God in the matter of, 
stewardship. Christianity is “giv- 
ing.”” The Bible tells us that “God 
loveth a cheerful giver.” Church 
members who are sensitive about 
the subject of “giving” are usually 
always bound to be out of the will 
of God. The faithful ChrfStian is 
one who realizes that stewardship 
is a vital part of the Christian life. 
Jesus made the issues quite clear 
when He said that those who 
loved Him would obey Him and 
keep His commandments. It is not 
so much what we ‘profess but 
what we practice that determines 
our real devotion to Jesus Christ. 

If you are not a tither, then 
may God give you the -grace to 
make your vow to do so at this 
time. The word “tithe” means a 
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Cantheied from page 4) 


“tenth.” As a principle of owner- 

we learn from God’s Word 
that the tithe is the Lord’s. No 
Christian has given an offering 
unto the Lord who has. not first 
of all given a tenth of his income 
to God before the offering is made. 
Our offerings are those gifts which 
we bring to the Lord above our 
tithes. The tithe is God’s plan for 
finaneing the work of His church 
and the carrying out of the Great 
Commission. It..is a shame and 
disgrace before God that a small 
minority in most every church 
must bear the financial load. 
People have money for lodges, 
civic clubs, recreation, P. T. A. 
and the Red Cross, but no money 
for the greatest cause on the face 
of God’s earth! It is an insult to 
Jesus Christ to belong to His 


church and not be a tither. 


In Genesis chapter 28, verses 
20 through 22, Jacob made a holy 
vow unto God concerning the tithe. 
“And. Jacob vowed a vow saying, 
If God will. be with me, and will 
keep me in this way that I go, 
and will give me bread to eat, and 
raiment, to put on, So that I come 
again to my father’s. house in 
peace; then shall the Lord be my 
God: And this stone, which I have 
set for a-pillar, shall be God’s 
: and. ofall that thou shalt 

me I. will surely. give the 
tenth: ita thee.” Christian friend, 
if you. have not yet made your 
vow to tithe, then make it unto 
God today.. If you wait until you 
are-able to afford to tithe or 
until it pleases the flesh, you will 
never be a victorious Christian. 


Our tithes and offerings re- 
present a portion of. our lives; 
consequently, we cannot be good 
stewards. of the grace of God un- 
less we recognize our responsibility 
to give our complete selves unto 
God. Those who do not tithe are 
guilty of possessing a covetous 
heart before the Lord. Make a 
vow today that you will be honest 
with God and honor Him with your 
tithes and offerings. Do not wait 
until the Lord causes you to pass 
through some trial or crisis in 
life before you are willing to be 
honest with Him in the matter of 
stewardship. Never forget that 
Jonah spent three days and nights 
in “Whale College” before he was 
willing to pay his vows unto the 
Lord. Stewardship is serious busi- 
ness for the. Christian. If you re- 
sent a preacher mentioning any- 
thing about giving, then. it is the 
best sign in the world that you 
need it more than anybody else! 

Preaching the Gospel to every 
creature is the world-wide task 
of the Christian. Only as we are 
faithful. to give our tithes and 
offerings can we hope to send out 
missionaries who will carry the 
glorious message of _ salvation. 
While I praise God for every 
missionary activity and undertak- 
ing of our church, I also realize 
with humiliation that we are not 
doing anything comparable to what 
could be done if all of our people 
would be faithful and take a vow 
of stewardship unto the Lord. 
Souls are perishing and going to 
Hell! Sinners need to be reached 
with the Gospel! May the Heaven- 
ly Father cause each one of us 
who is not already doing so to 
join with Jacob in making a vow 
of stewardship unto the Lord. Not 
only is the giving of our tithes 
and offerings the obedient path- 
way for every Christian to follow, 
but it is also the pathway of 
prosperity and unlimited blessing. 
The Lord has promised to open 
the windows of Heaven and pour 


--out.a material blessing upon those 


who are faithful in the matter of 
stewardship. Make your vow at 
this: time and defer not to pay it 


3 throughout the year! 


‘TV. A Vow of Salvation 


A. literal burning Hell is filled 
today with people who said they 
were going to take care of the 
matter of their soul’s salvation 

~1961 and get saved. It is 


‘tragic. to realize that they~ died. 


without repenting of their sins 
and receiving the Lord Jesus 
Christ as personal Saviour. To 
simply talk about your lost con- 
dition avails nothing. Many of you 
have been speculating for years 
as to the exact time and occasion 


when you will be saved and get 
right with God. But as of. this 


hour, you are still lost and in 


your sins. Cai you not realize that 
this contemplation without de- 
cision is a deceitful trick of Satan? 
The Devil will even consent to 
your realizing your need of Christ 
as long as you do not determine 
in your heart to be saved at a par- 
ticular time. No one in his right 
mind intends to be lost and go to 
Hell. Only a fool would know 
what the Bible teaches concern- 
ing Heaven and Hell, sin and sal- 
vation, Christ and Satan, and de- 
termine that he will be lost! I 
find that most people plan to get 
saved some day, but they just 
never seem to get around to mak- 
ing that decision for the Lord, 


Let me call your attention to 
Luke chapter 15 and verse 18. 
Here is the very familiar story of 
the prodigal son. Regardless of 
what we might like to believe 
about every aspect of this story, 
we must acknowledge that the 
son was “dead” and also was “lost” 
(vs. 24). The Lord uses just such 
terms as these to describe the un- 
saved condition of sinners with- 
out Jesus Christ in their hearts. 
It is the personal presence of 
Jesus Christ in the human heart 
that brings life to dead souls and 


enables those who have been lost 


to know that they are “found” by 
the seeking Shepherd. Notice, 
please, that this prodigal son was 
lost and made to realize the fu- 
tility of his condition. It was not 
until he was willing to say, “I 
will arise and go to my father” 
that he became a new person in 
the Lord. You see, there was a 
time in his life when he realized 
his lost condition, and then he 
determined to do something about 
it. 

Will you also acknowledge your 
lost condition right now, and then, 
will you determine by the grace 
of God to do what this young 
man did? He made a solemn vow 
in his heart before the Lord. He 
said, “I will arise and go to my 
father’! Lost friend, you will never 
be saved until you are willing to 
make the same vow that this 
young man made. Say in your 
heart and to the Lord right now, 


“I will arise and go to God and, 


repent of my sins and receive 
Christ as my Saviour.” 


If someone had asked you sev- 
eral years previously whether or 
not you would be lost by 1962, 
most of you would have said, 
“Why, of course not. I plan to get 
saved long before that time.” But 
idle talk and good intentions will 
not save your soul. Why not make 
that vow of salvation right now? 


THE END 


On Seeking and Finding the Lord 


(Continued from page 1) 


may be found, and call ye upon 
Him while He is near. It is just 
as much a command for you to 
seek the Lord as it is that you 
shall not swear. It is just as much 
a command as it is that you shall 
not steal. It is a command. There 
are a great many commandments. 
Some people have an idea that 
there are only ten commandments 
in the Bible. There are thousands 
of them, and this is one of them. 


It is the voice of the Lord 
Himself. Seek Him with all your 
heart. 


Now just see how men seek for 
wealth. When the California fever 
—the gold fever—broke out, men 
left their wives, and left their 
children, and left their parents 
and their homes and luxury, and 
went out to the Pacific coast and 
slept out in the open air and under 
tents, and endured want. What 
for? That they might get wealth. 
They could not make too great 
a sacrifice to get wealth, and when 
I was out there in business I was 
amazed when news came that gold 
was found one hundred miles 
away. They would pack up, men, 
women, and children, and away 
they would go. A whole town 
would move just to seek wealth. 
Then they went out to Australia 
in the time of the gold fever in 
that country. They were willing 
to make almost any sacrifice. 

Look and see how these politi- 
cians work. Let one of them be 
nominated for alderman or some 
position under the Government, 
and how they will seek your vote. 
They will come around to your 
house early in the morning just 
to seek your. vote. They don’t 
sleep at night; they are willing 
to do everything to accomplish 
their purpose. 

Let us go and learn a lesson 
from that. If there is no reality 
in this gift of God, if it is all a 
myth, then let us dismiss it. If 
it is true, and we can find the Lord 
by seeking Him, let us seek Him. 
A man will go around this world’ 
for his health; he will cross oceans 
and climb steep mountains, just 
to get his health. Thanks be to 
God, you haven’t got to go around 
the world to get salvation. You 
haven’t got to go out of this build- 
ing to find salvation. “Ye shall . 
find me, when ye shall search for 
me with all your heart.” 

Now, there isn’t anything a man 
values as he does his life. You 
take a man on a wrecked vessel; 
that vessel is going down; that 
man may be worth a million, and 
the only way he can save his life 
is to give up that million—he 
would do it as quick as a flash. 
Now, the gift of God is eternal 
life; it is life without end. Christ 
says, “What shall it profit a man, 
if he shall gain the whole. world, 
and lose his own soul?” 

I would like to ask this audience 
a question. Is it true that a man 
can find the Lord here at once? 
Now won't you just stop and 
think a moment? Young man, do 


you believe that the Lord can be 
found here? If He can be found, 
why not seek for Him, and why 
not look? If it is true that the 
Lord is worth more than the whole 
world, and He can be found by 
seeking, why not seek for Him— 
not with half a heart, but with 
all your heart? 


I read, a number of years ago, 
of a vessel that was wrecked. 
The lifeboats were not enough 
to take all the passengers. A man 
who was swimming in the water, 
swam up to one of the lifeboats 
that was full and seized it with 
his hand. They tried to prevent 
him, but the man was terribly in 
earnest about saving his life, and 
one of the men in the boat just 
drew a sword and cut off his hand. 
But the man didn’t give up; he 
reached out the other hand. He 
was terribly in earnest; he wanted 
to save his life. But the man in 
the boat took the sword and cut 
off his other hand. But the man 
did not give up. He swam up to 
the boat and seized it with his 
teeth. Some of them said, “Let us 
not cut his head off,” and they 
drew him in. That man was ter- 
ribly in earnest, and, my friends, 
if you want to get into the king- 
dom of God you will seek your 
soul’s salvation now. 


Be in earnest once as for your 
life, and seek the kingdom of God 
with all your heart, and you shall 
find it. It is a good time to seek 
the Lord while the Spirit of God 
is abroad in the community. I 
contend that this is a proof that 
the Lord can be found here now, 
because I don’t believe there has 
been a meeting but that some have 
found Him. Last night a brother 
came to my private room and 
called me, and said, “I want to 
introduce you to someone, and 
there stood a wife, her face lit 
up with joy. She: wanted to tell 
me that her husband was convert- 
ed. She said, “I have been praying 
for him. these twenty years, and 
he has found the Lord tonight.” 
“Seek ye the Lord while he may 
be found, call ye upon him while 
he is near.” 


Ill. Judgment May Strike 


How many men were there that 
were converted in the great revi- 
val of ’57 and ’58, and yet some 
people cry out against revivals— 
they had rather be converted at 
any time than during a revival. It 
was not long after the revival of 
57 and ’58 that the nation was 
deluged with blood, and half a 
million of men laid down their 
lives. Wasn’t it the best thing they 
could have done, to seek the Lord 
then? It was my privilege to be 
in the Army at that time; I was 
by their cots when I saw them 
die. I never saw a man all through 
the war that regretted that he 
became a Christian. The best thing 
they could do was to call upon the 
Lord. It was a great calamity, and 
came right home to the heart of 
the nation, 


Value .. . of Personal Work 


(Continued from page 1) 


arouses the conscience, and makes a climate for personal 
soul winning. And the personal soul winning is best done, 
always, where there is plain Bible preaching, evangelistic 
preaching. No man who is against mass evangelism is ever 
a very good personal soul winner, and the greatest soul 
winners have been the best advocates of mass evangelism. 


Who ever did better personal 


soul-winning work than D. L. 


Moody and R, A. Torrey? And who ever developed personal 
soul winners like these great evangelists and other evangel- 


ists? 


In an evangelistic ministry of nearly forty years, and 
having seen tens of thousands of people come to Christ, I 
can say that personal contact, personal invitation, had a 
part in winning nine out of ten of all those I have seen come 


to Christ. 


The best gospel preaching and the best personal soul- 


winning effort go together. 


It is good to preach to great crowds the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. But the simple truth is that many a lost sinner will 
never come to hear a sermon unless some Christian brings 
him, will not respond to the invitation unless some Christian 
encourages him to go forward and claim Christ, and would 
not know how to trust Christ and have the assurance of sal- 
vation if some personal worker did not show him from the 


Scriptures. 


D. L. Moody said that if he had to win one thousand souls 
in order to make sure of Heaven himself, he would certainly 
choose to risk it by personal soul winning without public 


preaching rather than to attempt it by public preaching 
without personal soul winning. 


Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, 


long-time editor of The Sun- 


day School Times, after many years as editor of a magazine 

with an average circulation of a hundred thousand copies, 

after preaching for many years to good crowds, said that he 

felt sure he had won more souls to Christ in personal con- 
(Continued on page 6) 


We are just now, I am afraid, 
going to have some of this sad 
work. I believe that we are even 
now on the eve of jusf such work. 
I believe that judgments are going 
to happen upon this nation again; 
grace always precedes judgments. 
A great revival is in progress all 
over the country. So there was in 
Jerusalem a day of grace, but 
the opportunity was spurned. 
Jerusalem and the country took 
no heed to their ways, and soon 
Titus appeared with a great army 
and besieged it, and more than 
one million one hundred thousand 
people perished, Those men reject- 
ed the Gospel and the Word of 
God. 


So at the present day men won’t 
call upon Christ when He may 
be found, or seek Him when He is 
near. All along, in the history of 
the church, it is remarked, that 
before some great calamity has 
fallen upon the earth, there has 
been a great day of grace, offering 
salvation to those who will accept 
it. Before God punishes people He 
holds out before them a chance to 
repent and to escape His wrath. 


And now we hear Jesus calling 
to repentance throughout all the 
land, It is time, my friends, to be 
up and doing. Save yourselves, 
and then plead with your friends 
and bring them to Jesus. Tell 
them the glad tidings and bring 
them into the fold of the Good 
Shepherd. If we are faithful now 
and watch for souls, we shall see 
in every town and city thou- 
sands who will accept Christ. It 
is time for us to go out and say 
to.our friends and relatives, “Come 
in, the Lord is coming; the Lord 
is at work. Jesus of Nazareth 
is passing through the city. Let 
us call upon Him while He may 
be found; let us implore Him to 
save us while He is near. The 
very text implies that the time 
is come when the world should 
throw off its cloth and wake to 
repentance. The text implies that 
God is near and pleads with His 
people; that the time and the Son 
of God are near now. Isn’t it true 
that He is seeking for you when 
you seek for Him? Seek, then, the 
Lord while He may be found; call 
upon Him while He is near. 


Mr. Sankey sang about those: 


virgins. We read that five sought 
to gain admission too late. There 
was a time that they might have 
called upon the Lord; there was 
a time when, had they sought, 
they would have found Him. But 
they slumbered and slept until it 
was too late. Then they cried, but 
the door was shut—the day of 
grace was over. 

And so it may be the same with 


you. The day of grace may be 
drawing to a close with you, too. 
It may be that I am speaking 
to many here for the last time. 
This may be the last year they 
may have on earth. The prophecy 
may be true in regard to you and 
me—‘This year thou shalt die.” 
Is it, or isn’t it a time to seek 
the kingdom of God, to seek His 
face while Christ is calling upon 
us to repent, while the Spirit of 
God is moving upon our hearts? 
Isn't it the very best time to seek 
the Lord while He may be found? 
Those antediluvian people called 
upon Noah to open the door of the 
ark and take them in. But it was 
too late. God will shut the door 
against you, too. You will soon be 
without hope, Undoubtedly those 
men, women, and children called 
upon God to save them on that 
terrible day; but the day of grace 
was over for them. The day of 
wrath then had come, and the day 
of judgment had fallen upon them, 
Oh, who shall stand on the day 
of wrath? When the Lord shall 
shake the earth, what shall then 
save the souls of men? 

The day of grace is here. Save 
yourselves; wash yourselves in His 
precious blood and be redeemed. 
Oh, this very hour, let there be a 


(Continued on page 7) 
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for the Saviour 


Searching the Scriptures 


. By Elizabeth Rice Handford 


John 20 


The Saviour 


Found! 


For weeks now we have searched*the Scriptures for the Saviour. 


At last our search is done! We have found Him “of whom Moses in 
the law, and the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth” (John 1:45). 


Just before He died, Jesus said to His Father, “I have finished 


the work which thou gavest me to do” (John 17:4). He shouted in 
triumph, through lips parched with thirst, though His body was twisted 
in agony, “It is finished’! Then He died. The veil of the temple, which 
hid the holy of holies, was torn from the top to the bottom, to show 
that at last we have free access to God through the Lord: Jesus. No 
more sacrifice for sin is required. Jesus has given His life on the 
cross. He is our sacrifice. He is our peace. 


Just one more thing is required. Our chapter says, “Many other 


in this book: But these are 


signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name” 


written, that ye might believe 


(vss. 30, 31). 


We have searched the Scriptures for Jesus. God gave them to us 


Clues Across | 42 
i 
“that he had spoken — _- | : 
things unto her” 14 
“they _... remitted unto them” 


“he stooping down, and looking 4 


“Whence shall we buy bread, 
that these may —___ ~ ” John 6 
man of the family of Benjamin | 
(I Chron. 8:15) 45 


4 “Sire. 


that we might find Him. There is none other name under Heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12). Oh, do not 
let your searching of the Scriptures be in vain! Be sure to find Jesus, 
and, finding Him, find life everlasting! 


“the archers him” I 
Sam. 31 
“T have finished the work which 


thou gavest me to ..__._” John 
17 

“and thrust my hand into his 
side, I will not ~....” 

what must I 
saved?” Acts 16 
“Say ye, His disciples came by 


~ 


23 initials of father and mother of 
Samuel (I Sam. 1:20, 21) 

24 falls behind 

28 “that we may be able to com- 

fort them which are in any 

a Pe ” II Cor. 1 

am not 

my Father” 

“our eyelids 

waters” Jer. 9 

see 37 down 

> son of Shemaiah (1 Chron. 3:22) 

33 down “came Jesus and 

in the and saith unto 

them, Peace” 

roster 

see 53 across 

“their words seemed to them 

as tales’’” Luke 24 

strive 

all right 
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Puzzle Number 5 


Reader’s Choice! 


This week, with our final cross- 
word puzzle of 1961, we are going 
to give our readers who successful- 
ly complete the puzzle a choice of 
two fine, helpful booklets. One is 
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) Did Christ Des- 
icend Into Hades? 
| 


By E. Schuyler English 


: 


Chis stirring, thoug 


written to 


ht-provoking 
the oft- 


irticie answer 


asked question, “Did our Lord Je- 
SILS Christ. hetireen His death On 
the CrTOSS and His hodily reESiUT - 


descend into HADES 7” 
originally appeared in the March, 
1945, issue of Our Hope magazine. 
Written by a noted Bible scholar, 
KE. Schuyler Engtish, it is a stimu- 
lating study of a matter about 
which many have been confused. 
Or you may have the booklet, 


ré ction, 


The Training 
| of Children 
| 


By a Mother | 


———_ 


= — — 


Eee ee SS 


This is written by a mother and 
emphasizes the fact that God says 
to every parent what Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to Moses’ mother, 
“Take this child, bring it up for 
Me, and I will give thee thy 
wages.” The author explains what 
she means by “training,” then de- 
scribes how this training should 
be given. 


THE RULES 


. 7 ry} ") : ’ ‘she 
14 “Then said Jesus _- them | nignt, and ----- him away 
avain”’ Matt. 28 
~_ ~S* , . . > / Ae shal } c d 
15 “which are not in this|Y “thou shalt do to and 
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a i al ts Ti =} Q 
16 “as my Father hath sent ; ‘ Je ricno ~ aera +] bein 
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Edom, with garments” | el veu 
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Isa. 63 | Cl 7 | . 
21 “the doors were shut __. the} ues Down 
disciples were assembled” | 1 “But Mary stood . _. at the 
22 son of Bani who married a) sepulchre “weeping 7 
heathen woman (Ezra 10:34)| 3“ them out cisterns, 
25 town built by sons of Elpaal| broken cisterns’ Jer. 2 
(I Chron. 8:12) | 4 “The first day of the week 
26 “For yet they knew not cometh Mary Magdalene —____~”’ 
the scripture” | 5 stairs over a fence 
27 “saw Jesus standing, and knew) 6 “they remitted unto 
not it was Jesus” them” 
29 “Receive the Holy Ghost”’|} 7 “So they both together” 
30 “these are written, that ye| 8 an altar (Josh. 22:34) 
_..... believe that Jesus is| 9 see 21 down 
the Christ” ll “I find fault in him” 
> Shr all the brethren with John 19 
an holy kiss’ I Thess. 5 is “I . no pleasant bread” 
34 “when he had _ said, he Dan. 10 
shewed unto them his hands” 16 place where Israelites found 
35 “that he had spoken these bitter water (Exod. 15:23) 
_.._... unto her” 18 “ saw, and believed” 
38 father of Shuppim and Huppim)} 20 “every one that ~~ --- evil 
(I Chron. 7:12) hateth the light” John 3 
40 “It is not lawful for ~---~-~ to| 21, 9 down “Jesus saith unto her, 
put any man to death” John 18; = ___-__ 4 geen thou?” 
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(Cut along dotted lines) 


1. Fill in blanks according to 
clues given. Answers must be com- 
| plete and correct. We use the Sco- 
| field Reference Bible in making up 
|'the clues. " 
| 2. PRINT name and address in 
iblank below puzzle. This coupon 
‘serves as your address label for 
| envelope containing your prize. If 

you print your answers on a sepa- 
'rate sheet in order to not cut your 
SworpD, put them in the same form 
as the puzzle rather than in col- 
| umns. Entries will not be returned. 
| 3. If paper arrives after deadline, 
|place date of arrival on puzzle 
‘entry. Answer to Puzzle Number 
.92 will appear in January 19 issue. 

4. Each person having a correct 
entry will receive a coupon along 
with the weekly prize. Save these 
coupons! End of the year prizes 
are: World Bible with concord- 
‘ance, or Rainbow edition of the 
Bible for young readers (King 
James Version) for 48 coupons; a 
| compact and easy to handle World 
‘Bible (King James Version) for 
40 coupons; Illustrated Bible Geo- 
graphy and Atlas for 25 coupons. 


Remember, your coupons are the 
only record of your correct entries. 
It will be your responsibility to 
keep the coupons. Duplicate cou- 
pons will not count as two sepa- 
rate coupons. ALWAYS INCLUDE 
YOUR COMPLETE ADDRESS 
ON PUZZLE, NOTE OR OTHER 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


Coupons may be sent in at any 
time. However, all coupons (except 
foreign) must be sent in before 
Mareh 31, 1962. Prize books will 
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not be kept in stock after that 
date. 


Value . . . of Personal Work 


(Continued from page 5) 


versation than all those saved through his influence in other 
ways. 

i am saying that personal soul-winning effort with indi- 
viduals is the main way to win souls. 


I, The Winning of Individuals by Individuals Is the Way 
Most*Clearly Commanded in the Bible 
Let us examine the marching orders which Jesus Christ 
left for Christians, His ‘‘Great Commission” left to church- 
es and individuals. 


Consider Mark 16:15, “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” We generally think of 
“preaching the Gospel” as preaching a sermon to a crowd. 
But a little examination of this Scripture will show that that 
is not the principal meaning of the Great Commission. We 
read that Great Commission as if it read, “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the Gospel in every church auditorium 
and to every congregation.” But the Great Commission does _ 
not mention any auditorium and it does not mention congre- 
gations. No, the Lord Jesus here is talking about individuals, 
We are to preach the Gospel “to every creature,” that is, to 
every individual, Christ did not die for congregations; He 
died for individuals, The Great Commisson is not to preach 
the Gospel to congregations, but to individuals. 


I freely grant that it is a blessed thing to preach the Gos- 
pel to as many as we can, whether a Sunday School teacher 
talks to ten, or a preacher preaches to fifty in a rescue mis- 
sion, or to a thousand in a great congregation, or to a mil- 
lion in a radio broadcast. But the only way that a group or 
congregation fulfills the Great Commission requirement is 
that in the Sunday School class, or in the rescue mission, or 
in the church congregation, or in the radio audience are poor 
lost individuals who need to hear the Gospel. And every 
preacher ought to remember that he is not preaching to a 
crowd, but to individuals. . : 

I think we preachers often have a wrong conception of 
the ministry to which we are called. We say, “God has called 
me to preach,” by which we generally mean He has called us 
to prepare a sermon with a good outline and Bible truth and 
an exposition of Scriptures, and to preach this in a public ad- 
dress or sermon to a congregation. Now the call to preach 
may include preaching to a congregation, but that is not the 
primary meaning of the word as Jesus used it in the Great 
Commission. Actually we preachers are called to keep people 
out of Hell. We are called to get the Gospel to individuals. A 
preacher is doing exactly what Jesus commanded in the 
Great Commission when he talks to one poor sinner in his 
home, or on the street, or in the shop. And I say it with deep 
concern, I doubt if most of us preachers who preach formal 
sermons to congregations are really “preaching the Gospel 
to every creature” in the sense in which Jesus meant it. We 
are not called to preach sermons primarily. We are called to 
keep sinners out of Hell. In some cases Sermons will help to 
do that. In other cases the individual contact is the only way 
we can get people saved. 

And so since I am called to get the Gospel to people, to 
get people saved and keep them from eternal destruction, I 
edit a paper, I hold revivals, I have conferences on evangel- 
ism, I teach people to win souls, I write songs, I carry on 
a 40-station radio broadcast, By God’s mercy I have spread 
my books and pamphlets with over twenty-one million copies 
around the world in thirty languages. All this simply means 
that any way in the world we can get the Gospel to sinners 
and keep people out of Hell, we are obeying the Great Com- 
mission. But certainly the Great Commission in Mark 16:15 
commands us to deal with individuals as individuals. We are 
to get the Gospel “to every creature.” 

Consider the Great Commission as given in Matthew 
28:19 and 20: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

Here the disciples were commanded to go and make dis- 
ciples. Then they were commanded to baptize the converts. 
And then they were commanded to teach these same con- 

(Continued on page 7) , 
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yverts to do exactly what Jesus had commanded them, the 
apostles, to do! We are to get people saved and get them 
baptized, that is, get them publicly committed, get them to 
take an open stand, get them branded for Jesus. And then 
we are to teach them to observe all things which Jesus 
taught us to do. Every lost sinner is called to be saved. 
As soon as he is saved he is called to win souls. Every Chris- 
tian in the world has exactly the same command to win 
souls that the apostles had. They had apostolic authority in 
doctrine and over churches before the Scriptures were com- 
pleted, which we do not have. But they did not have any 
more command to win souls than we have. : 


Then if every Christian is commanded to win souls, it is 
obvious that the Great Commission is not primarily to 
preachers. It is obvious that one cannot obey the Great Com- 
mission only publicly expounding the Word of God to con- 
gregations. No, God does not call everybody to be a pastor, 
does not call everybody to be an evangelist, does not call 
every Christian to take charge of a congregation and pro- 
claim the Word, The women are to keep silence in the 

churches, not to usurp authority over the men, not to teach 
men, but to be in silence. And many a man likewise is not 
called to take authority over a congregation nor to expound 
the Word publicly with the authority of an elder or a bishop, 
to use New Testament terms. But every Christian is to win 
souls, And that proves then that the Great Commission is 
primarily concerned with every Christian dealing individual- 
ly with lost people. Personal soul winning is the main thing 
taught in the Bible and is the main duty of Christians. 

In Luke 14 :16-24 Jesus told the story of a man who made 
a great supper and bade many, “And sent his servant at 
supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all 
things are now ready.” Please notice that the only servant 
God has in the parable is the one carrying personal mes- 
sages to individuals. The servant knocks at one door of a 
man who is already invited, but he excuses himself, saying, 
“T have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and 
see it.’ He knocks at another door and that man has bought 
five yoke of oxen and is about to hitch them up at supper- 
time to prove them! Another door is that of a newly- 
married couple and that man says he cannot come because 
“I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.” And 
then the servant is commanded to “go out quickly into the 
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, 
and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.” So down the 

“street the servant goes talking to a beggar here, to a tramp 
there, to a poor destitute family there, and gathering them 
into the great feast. 


( But yet there is room, so out in the highways and hedges 
the master sends the servant to farms and tenant houses 
to “compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.” 


This is a picture of how God intends to fill the great 
_tables at the wedding supper! This is a°picture of how God 
expects to get people to Heaven. And that is by individual 
soul winners gding out after individuals. 


» Oh, the public preaching of the Gospel has its place. It 
supplements personal soul winning. God calls and equips 
some men to do that as well as the other. 


Personal soul winning, individual dealing with individ- 
uals, is the main plan of soul winning taught in the Bible. 


Dr. R. A, Torrey calls attention to the wonderful truth 
that since everybody is commanded to win souls, then it 
must necessarily be, with most people, dealing with indi- 
viduals. And since we are to get the Gospel to every creature, 
personal soul winning has the great advantage that anybody 
can do it, that it can be done at any time and can be done 
q-ywhere! 

Oh, thank God, one can win souls personally when he 
gannot get people to come out to church to hear the public 
proclamation of the Gospel. Ten days ago I won two ata 
wedding rehearsal! I have won hundreds of people at funer- 
als or at the cemetery following funerals. In Dallas, Texas, 
a had the great privilege of winning grown men as they wept 
- beside the deathbed of their father dying of cancer. One by 
‘one he urged them to consider it, and then I took the Scrip- 
‘tures and showed them how to be saved. I won a housewife 
as she baked cookies, won a twelve-year-old boy after climb- 
ing to sit beside him as he sat on the rooftree of a great 
barn. My son-in-law, the other day, won a young man at 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, in a supermarket, with peo- 
ple filling their grocery baskets all about them! Dr. Jack 
Hyles won a hotel maid as she knelt in the bath tub washing 
away the bath tub rings! 

I remind you again that since the Great Commission com- 
4mands every Christian to win souls, and individual work is 
the only way that every Christian can do it, then the main 
‘teaching of the Bible about soul winning is the winning of 
: individuals. : 


f 
‘ 


II. Jesus Christ Was a Great Personal Soul Winner ~* 


It is true that Jesus often preached to multitudes. Some 
twenty-two times in the first twenty-two chapters of Mat- 
‘thew the words “multitude” and “multitudes” are used 
about the crowds who heard Him. Sometimes it was five 
“thousand men besides the women and children. At another 


time it was four thousand. It is true that great crowds 
heard the Saviour when He “spake as never man spake.” 


But it is also true, and rather surprising on second 
thought, that most of the people who were saved under the 
ministry of Jesus were saved in personal contact, as far as 
the gospel record shows, I have no doubt that many were 
saved as they crowded around Him and heard Him preach, 
but the Bible does not tell about that. It does tell case after 
case of individuals whom He won personally. 


The first day He was announced to Israel by John the 
Baptist with the clarion words, “Behold the Lamb of God,” 
He won Andrew and John the beloved (John 1:35-39). And 
the next day we read, “The day following Jesus would go 
forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, 
Follow me” (John 1:48). Philip did follow Him, and he, too, 
became a soul winner that day and went and found Nathan- 
ael for Jesus, as Andrew had gone to find his brother Simon 
and brought him to Jesus. 

Then in John, chapter 3, we learn that Jesus preached 
the most wonderful sermon to one timid Nicodemus, in the 
nighttime. If all the preachers who preach big sermons on 
“Ye must be born again” would use those words to one in- 
dividual, no doubt many more would be saved. I am for 
preaching it in public, but I am also for preaching it as Jesus 
did, to individuals. 

In the next chapter, in John 4, we read the thrilling 
story of how Jesus approached the woman at Sychar in 
Samaria, and won her to Himself. Oh, the story of the four 
Gospels is largely the story of Jesus dealing with individ- 
uals—with the woman at the pool of Siloam in John 5, with 
the woman taken in adultery in John 8, with the man born 
blind in John, chapter 9. To the man borne of four, let down 
through the roof top, Jesus said, “Son, thy sins be for- 
given thee’ (Mark 2:5). About the poor sinful woman who 
washed His feet with tears and kissed them, Jesus said, 
“Thy sins are forgiven” (Luke 7:48). The maniac of Gadara 
had his legion of devils cast out and was saved and com- 
manded to go tell what God had done for him. So Jesus called 
and won Matthew the publican, and so in Luke 19, He won 
Zacchaeus, the publican who was up a tree. To the blind 
beggar Bartimaeus who came to Jesus, He said, ‘‘Receive 
thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee” (Luke 18:42). And 
even as He was dying on the cross, the Lord Jesus stopped 
dying long enough to win the penitent thief! 

Oh, how much of the life of Jesus we would miss if the 
Gospel did not tell any of the wonderful stories of individuals 
with whom He dealt personally, winning them to trust Him! 


Ill. Other Personal Soul Winners in the New Testament 


Most of the people whose conversion is related in the 
New Testament were won in personal conversation, 


1. Consider How New Converts Set Out to Win Others. 


John stood with two of_his disciples, John, the son of 
Zebedee, and Andrew, the brother of Peter, And he looked 
at Jesus and said to these two, “Behold the Lamb of God!” 
They went home with Jesus and the indication is that they 
trusted Him and were changed in that brief time. And then 
we are told, “One of the two which heard John speak, and 
followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first 
findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have 
found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. 
And he brought him to Jesus...” (John 1:40-42). Here we 
find that Andrew turned immediately to his own brother 
and won him the same day that he himself had trusted the 
Saviour. 

Then the next day Jesus won Philip and immediately we 
read, “Philip findeth Nathaniel, and saith unto him, We 
have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the proph- 
ets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph” (John 
1:45). Philip was a new convert. He may have used the 
term “son of Joseph” to identify Jesus by the term popularly 
used about Him. Perhaps he did not think of the significance. 


‘He was only a new convert. But he brought Nathaniel to 


Jesus that day and Nathaniel was saved. 

Jesus won the woman of Samaria who had had five hus- 
bands and was then living in sin with a man to whom she 
was not married. That woman, wonderfully saved, left her 
waterpot and ran to the city, “and saith to the men, Come, 
see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not 
this the Christ?” (John 4:28, 29). And strangely enough 
we are told, “And many of the Samaritans of that city be- 
lieved on him for the saying of the woman, which testified, 
He told me all that ever I did.” And then, when they came 
and heard Him, we read, “And many more believed because 
of his own word” (vss, 39, 41). 

It is certainly the most normal thing in the world for a 
young Christian to want other friends and loved ones saved, 
and to go and urge them to trust the Saviour. So new con- 
verts often did in the New Testament. 

The description of the conversion of Levi the publican, 
later called Matthew, who wrote the book of Matthew, is in- 
teresting in its charming’ simplicity and directness. Jesus 
saw Levi sitting at his job of receiving taxes and said to 
him, “Follow me.” And we read, “And he left all, rose up, 

(Continued on page 8) 
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On Seeking . . . 


(Continued from page 5) 


cry for salvation. In the tenth 
chapter of Romans it is wyftten, 
“For whosoever shall call upun the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” * 


I heard of a man away off in 


the mining district, who had 
wandered from his house ang got 
lost. In that region the ground 


is full of holes, and some pretty 
deep ones, too. But it was night, 
and he could not make his way 
along. Had he undertaken to move 
on, there were the holes before 
him, and any step might precipi- 
tate him into a cavern. He did not 
know what to do, and he could 
not stir a step. At last he com- 
menced to cry out, “Help, help, 
help,” and his cry was heard; they 
came with lanterns and brought 
him safely out of his danger. 

The depths of sin are surround- 
ing you; the next step may land 
you into darkness and death. Old 
man, do you hear? Young lady, 
do not laugh at it. Don’t make 
light of this warning voice, “Seek 
the Lord while he may be found, 
call ye upon him while he is near.” 


IV. Come as You Are 


Let me warn you against the 
next verse. A great many people 
put the seventh verse ahead of 
the sixth. “Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and ethe unrighteous 
man his thoughts.” If ye would 
be saved, call upon God first, and 
then God will give you help, and 
by His power you can then turn 
away from sin, and from your 
evil thoughts, and will get pardon. 
But you haven't power to give up 


your evil courses until you call 
upon God, and until He gives you 
strength. After you have called 


upon the Lord, you must receive 
Him when He comes; you must 
make room for Him. He has gone 
to make room for you, and you 
must make room for Him. 


I once found a man in the in- 
quiry room who was puzzled to 
know how there would be room 
for the saved in Heaven. I tell you, 
my friends, as I told him, you 
needn’t borrow trouble 
account. If He finds He will not 
have room for you or me, or for 
any of His chosen people in the 
Heaven that He now has, He will 
make another. Can He not make 
another Heaven by a word? Can 
He not make another place of hap- 
piness aS easy aS He made the 
present one? The Lord God of 
Heaven can make plenty of room 
for you. You must not give that as 
an excuse. The Lord can make 
all the room He wants. 


Now, my friends, let me ask you 
this question: In all candor, why 
don’t you settle the question now? 
Will the Son of God ever have 
more power? Will He be more 
ready to use it for your salvation 
at any other time than now? 
Hasn’t He said that, “All power 
is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth’? Has He not the power 
to save every one here? Is He 


not able to save unto the utter- 
most? Hasn’t He the power, and 
hasn’t He the will? Hasn’t He 
said, “As I live, saith the Lord 


God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked ... turn ye, 
turn ye ... why will ye die, O 
house of Israel?” If you turn now 
and call upon Him, He will for- 
give your sins; He will forgive 
every one all his sins, no matter 
how many they are. He will save 
you, if you truly repent and write 
your name in the Book of Life. 
But you must call upon Him with 
the heart. 

As Spurgeon remarks, the Bible 
does not say you must have new 
heads, or that you must seek Him 
with your head; but it says you 
must have new hearts, and must 
seek Him with your heart. If it 
meant head it would have said so. 
Seek ye the Lord, therefore, with 
your hearts, and Christ will enter 
into your hearts and not into your 
heads. Give Christ your whole 
heart, and He will enter into it. 

If your heart is all right, your 
head will be, also. For out of the 
heart proceeds all evil; let the 
reservoir of sin be broken up and 
emptied, and all the rest of you 
will come around right. Is there 
one here tonight who will not 
cry out, “God be merciful to me, 
a sinner!” “Lord, have mercy upon 
me!” Why not call upon Him? 
Why not seek the Lord now? 
Why not make up your mind that 
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you will not leave the room until 
the great question of eternity has 
‘been settled? Don’t put it off 
until it is too late. Dun’t neglect 
salvation, 


Some people say, “Why, what 
have I done?” I tell you, if you 
have done nothing but neglect sal- 
vititén, you will go to death and 
ruin. Look at the man en the 
river in his boat. He is not rowing; 
he is making no effort; but he 
has his hands folded, and is let- 
ting his boat drift down the 
etream toward the rapids. The cur- 
rent is taking him on without any 
nelp from him. He will soon go 
over the rapids into the jaws of 
death. All he has to do is to sit 
still and be lost. 


Yes, I tell you, if you don’t 

actually do any sin, yet if you 
neglect Christ, and neglect salva- 
tion as a gift from God, you must 
perish. Salvation is a free gift; 
conversion begins at some par- 
ticular minute, although the Chris- 
tian’s life is a growth, 
Many who have attended these 
‘meetings have found Christ. Two 
young ladies went home a few 
evenings ago and woke their moth- 
er to tell her they had found the 
iord. Then came the question: 
“When can I be saved?” There is 
‘ orfly one word in God's Book about 
it, and that word is “now.” If any 
ene puts it off for a year, he 
might be dead and damned before 
that. It was a good time to seek 
Christ in a revival. It’s hard to 
¢eonvert a man in a dead church, 
away from where the Spirit is 
moving and working. 


V. Don’t Put off Salvation 


While we were in Europe, a man 
came into one of the meetings, 
fn the coal region, and when the 
audience was dismissed he was 
seen to remain, standing against 
a post. One of the elders approach- 
ed him and asked why he re- 
mained, He said he had made up 
his mind not to leave that church 
aintil he found the kingdom of 
God. The elder remained with him 
for a long time, and at last the 
miner made his surrender, The 
mMext day he went into the coal 
pit, and before night the mine fell 
in and buried him. He was taken 
from the ruins just before life 
became extinct, and was heard 
to say, “It was a good thing; I 
settled it last night.” Wasn’t it 
a good thing? Young lady, what 
Say you? Young man, what do 
you think? 

When Mr. Sankey and I were 
in the north of England, I was 
preaching one evening, and before 
me sat a lady who was a skeptic. 
When I had finished, I asked all 
who were anxious to remain. 
Nearly all remained, herself 
among the number. I asked her 
if she was a Christian, and she 
said she was not, nor did she care 
to be. I prayed for her there, On 
inquiry, I learned that she was 
a lady of good social position, but 
very worldly. She continued to 
attend the meetings, and in a 
week after I saw her in tears. 
After the sermon I went to her 
and asked if she was of the same 
mind as before. She replied that 
Christ had come to her and she 
was happy. Last autumn I had 
a note from her husband saying 
she was dead, that her love for 
the Master -had continually in- 
creased, When I read that note, I 
felt paid for crossing the Atlantic. 
She worked sweetly after her con- 
version, and was the means of 
winning many of her fashionable 
friends to Christ. 

Oh, may you seek the Lord 
while He may be found, and may 
you call upon Him while you may. 


My Decision for Christ 
Dr. John R. Rice 
Box 420 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Dr. Rice: 


I have read D. L. Moody’s 
sermon On Seeking and Finding 
the Lord. As best I know how I 
here and now turn my heart from 
my sin. I know Jesus died for me 
and ask him now to come into my 
heart, save me from my sins and 
make me ready for Heaven. 
I promise to let others know of 
my decision and live to please the 
Lord who-has saved me. Please 
send me a letter of help and en- 
couragement. 


Name 
Address 


Value . . . of Personal Work 


(Continued from page 7) 


and followed him. And Levi made him a great feast in his 
own house: and there was a great company of publicans and 
of others that sat down with them” (Luke 5:27-29). We are 
not given details of what Jesus said to Levi, if He said any- 
thing more than “follow me.” And we are not told what Levi 
told the other publicans as he gathered them in to a great’ 
dinner and had Jesus as a guest. But we may be sure that he 
had in mind the salvation of these fellow tax collectors, these 
friends of his, and that he urged them to love and trust the 
same Saviour he loved and trusted. 


After the Gadarene demoniac was saved and the demons 
had left him and he was clothed and in his right mind at 
the feet of Jesus, we read, “Now the man out of whom the 
devils were departed besought him that he might be with 
him: but Jesus sent him away, saying, Return to thine own 
house, and shew how great things God hath done unto thee. 
And he went his way, and published throughout the whole 
city how great things Jesus had done unto him” (Luke 8:38, 
39). 

Oh, what a glorious testimony that man had! And he 
went throughout the whole city telling people “how great 
things Jesus had done unto him.” He was a personal worker. 

Thus we may regard it as normal that young Christians 
should set out immediately to win souls, 


2. Christians After Pentecost Made a Great Deal of Per- 
sonal Soul-Winning Effort. 


It is impressive that at Pentecost the hundred and twen- 
ty in the upper room “were all filled with the Holy Ghost” 


| (Acts 2:4). And so not simply the apostles, but all, including 


the women, were filled with the Holy Spirit and set out to 
witness for Christ, Those saved at Pentecost were not all 
saved by Peter’s sermon, We may properly believe that every 
one of the hundred and twenty Christians filled with the 
Spirit set out to win souls that day and each helped to win 
some of the three thousand, 


Again in Acts 4:31 we are told the same thing: “And 
when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they 
were assembled together; and they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.” 


Here we are told that “they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness,” and 
that was the whole company. of Christians, as we see from 
verse 23 preceding. 

Then the regular pattern of Christian work in the book 
of Acts is given in Acts 5:42: “And daily in the temple, and 
in every house, they ceased not to teach and preaeh Jesus 


Christ.” 


Some have supposed that the Lord here speaks of public 
services in the temple, and then personal soul winning else- 
where. But there was no auditorium in the temple, no seats, 
no organized congregation. People came individually or in 
families to offer their sacrifices or to make their vows. 
There was no preaching in the regular temple services, and 
no provision for it. People came and went; some sold doves 
and other sacrifices, Others were money-changers, changing 
the money from the regular Roman coin to the temple coin, 
and so the temple porches and temple area resembled a mar- 
ket place with crowds of people coming and going. It may be 
that someone preached to the throngs assembled there when 
he could get a hearing, as a street preacher does. There was 
no organized seated congregation. But just as a man when 
the streets are crowded in a country town on Saturday 
afternoon may go to win souls or as one might go about 
soul winning in a fair or supermarket, so they went 
“daily in the temple” as well as in every home in Jerusalem! 
That was personal soul winning, person by person, house by 
house, and it is indicated as the regular pattern of Chris- 
tian work in the book of Acts. 

In Acts, chapter 8, we are told that “at that time there 
was a great persecution against the church which was at 
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout 
the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.”” And 
then we are told, “Therefore they that were scattered 
abroad went every where preaching the word” (vss. 1, 4). 
The apostles stayed at Jerusalem, Everybody else went out 
running for their lives and winning souls everywhere. They 
preached, some like Deacon Philip who had a revival in the 
city of Samaria, but most of them no doubt preaching to 
individuals more than to crowds, It was primarily personal 
soul winning. 


8. Peter, the Great Preacher, Was a Personal Soul Win- 
ner. 


We find in Acts, chapter 3, that Peter and John went to 
the temple and there healed the lame man and taught him to 
trust in Christ. Then in Acts, chapter 10, we have in great 
detail the story of how God impressed upon Peter that he 
must go with the messengers to the household of Cornelius, 
the Roman centurion, and win the man and his family and 
some other awakened soldiers. It was preaching, but the 
preaching to one family is more nearly personal soul wan 
than it is preaching in the usual formal way, 


4. Paul the Apostle Was a Personal Soul Winner. d 


We know that Paul the apostle preached in synagogues, 
anywhere he could find a group of Jews gathered. But Paul 
indicates elsewhere that he was not a great preacher, though 
he was a great soul winner. 


Paul and Barnabas were in a period waiting before the 
Lord, were set apart by the church at Antioch for a work to 
which the Lord had called them, as we learn in Acts 138. So 
they had started on a missionary journey to Seleucia and 
Cyprus and preached in the synagogue. But at Paphos they 
found Sergius Paulus and set out to win him, Elymas the 
sorcerer interfered, but Paul rebuked him and he was struck 
blind. “Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, be- 
lieved, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord” (Acts 
13:12). 

We know that Paul and Silas went to a women’s prayer 
meeting at Philippi and won Lydia, a seller of purple. They 
won a devil-possessed fortunetelling girl and got put in jail. 
Then they won the jailer and his family and baptized them. 


In Acts, chapter 20, we have a revealing word which tells 
us of the regular pattern of Paul’s soul-winning ministry. He.. 
called the elders of Ephesus together at Miletus, a little sea- 
port town near Ephesus, and reminded them that he had 
spent three years in Ephesus, “and how I kept back nothing 
that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have 
taught you publickly, and from house to house, Testifying 
both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:20, 
21). And in verse 31 he says, “Therefore watch, and remem- 
ber, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn 
every one night and day with tears.” Night and day, with 
tears, publicly and from house to house Paul “warned every 
one.” That is, he spoke to men and women, Jews and Greeks, 
one at a time, testifying to them, showing them how to be 
saved. 

We may well believe that Paul the apostle won more souls 
to Christ individually than he won by his public preaching 
alone. 

Nearly every evangelist would testify that most of those 
won to Christ in the great revivals were won partly by the 
personal testimony and entreaty and instruction of some 
good Christian. 

(From the 314-page book, GOLDEN PATH TO SUCCESSFUL PERSONAL 
SOUL WINNING, by Dr. John R. Rice. Retail price, $3. Now being offered free in 


Sword of the Lord subscription campaign. See details in this issue, or order book 
for $3, plus l5c postage, from Sword of the Lerd, Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois.) 


The BOOK of REVELATION by R. |. Humberd 


“Few of the commentaries that have been written on this profound and 
mysterious book, are as sound and as simple as this one.’’—Moody Monthly 


280 pages — Price $2.75 
“Bird’s Eye View of Revelation” .50c 
Special — Both books $2.50 — add postage 


Send for catalogue. Get all 42 of Humberd’s books for $12.60 


HUMBERD PRESS — Box S$ — Flora, Indiana 
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Missions Directory 


The Russian Bible Society, Inc. 
P. O. Box 2709, Washington 13, D. G. 
Printing Bibles, N. T. in Russian. Mis- 


sionaries in foreign countries. Radio broad- 
casting in Russian, Help us to fight com- 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 
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munism with the Word of God. “Bible Jour- 
nal” (English) 25c yearly. Literature on 
request, 
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American Board of Missions 
to the Jews, Inc. 


A world-wide ministry to the Jews of all 
nations, Fifty consecrated missionaries in 
twenty stations on four continents faith- 
fully preach the Gospel to lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. Our 67th year. 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. SL 
New York 23, N. Y. 


International Gospel League 
176 Marion $t.—Pasadena, Calif.—Box 519 


200 Missionaries — Native Romer os 
Evangelists — Tea 
Serving God in Liberia—N oe AA 
Formosa—J apan—Korea—Cuba—Alaska 
For over one-half a century the League 
has been sowing the seed of Ged’s Word 
through foreign Gospel broadcasts—tract 
depots—Bible schools—nurses’ training— 
leper colonies—day schools—health clinics 
—malnutrition wards—mission stations and 
churches. 
“Declare His glory among the heath- 
en, His wonders among all people.’’ 
Write today for the International Gospel 
News sent monthly without obligation. 
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FiLL OUT COUPON AND MAIL TODAY! 


Dept. M-1261, The Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois 
Please send me information on the Missions checked below, 


-() American “ag of Missions to 
the Jews 
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Name 


Jews reached. for Christ through media 
50 radio outlets from to eoast 
several foreign stations. Heard in State 
Israel. Classes held in homes. Many write 
for Prophecy Edition “N. T.” and 

are finding Christ. Send for free copy 
MESSAGE TO ISRAEL magazine. 
covet your prayerful support,. 


COULSON SHEPHERD 
Box 682, General P. O., New York 1, N. @, 


THE EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC 
CRUSADE, INC. 
811 Westview Street, Philadelphia 19, Pa, 


Preaching the Gospel in eleven countries 
in Europe. Did you or your parerts come 
from there? Send them back the Gospel 
message of Christ. It is their greatest need, 
Magazine on request. 
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The Scott Mission, Inc. 


“GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD...” 


People from alnot all the world com@ 
to The Scott Missi 

On one Setataw might eleven naticnal 
ites were present at the service 

A Ministry of vchention and Relief, 

A Faith Work—Strongly Evangelical. 
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